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Class structure of Gen Ed 303: Globalization and Sustainability

This course was created to be part of Montclair State University’s Gen Ed program. We taught it in 2007 and 2008 and will be teaching it again in the spring of 2009. 
Tues – 75 minute lecture to entire 100 student class; both profs in classroom – rated OK by students

Thurs – four separate sections of 75 minutes with 25 students each (2 sections per instructor) – much more popular on evaluations than were the lectures

The course follows the format mandated by the Gen Ed program which is to have a lecture once a week with all 100 students and both instructors and then on one other day 4 discussion sections, with each of us teaching two of them. Each discussion section has 25 students and almost all the students prefer the discussions to the lecture. We use three books and a booklet, and we post a number of articles on Blackboard and hand out occasional short but topical articles often from the New York Times. Currently we are using five videos. 
1. Growing up Global

2. Maquilapolis

3. Affluenza

4. The People Bomb (brief selection)

5. (Bill Moyers) Interview with Wangari Maathai

We draw on a number of other sources for the lecture materials. 
Course syllabus for spring 2008 is available online at:


http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/frankechasingned303sp08.doc

or at


http://www.globalization101.org/index.php?file=teach&pass1=teach&id=23

Many of the lecture source materials are included in Franke’s sustainability bibliography –

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/SustainabilityFiles/GreenprintReadings.pdf
Our list of suggested globalization and development links can be accessed at:

http://chss.montclair.edu/anthro/developmentlinks.htm
Other sources are given within the powerpoint shows for the individual lecture topics. Right now we do not have a master list of the supplementary readings. The books required for purchase are:
Eitzen, D. Stanley and Maxine Baca Zinn. 2006. Globalization: The Transformation of Social Worlds. Belmont, CA: Thomson-Wadsworth.

Heinberg, Richard. 2005. The Party’s Over: Oil, War and the Fate of Industrial Societies. Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society Publishers.

Walker, Liz. 2005. EcoVillage Ithaca: Pioneering a Sustainable Culture. Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society Publishers. 

Ericson, Rose Benz. 2006. The Conscious Consumer: Promoting Economic Justice Through Fair Trade. Madison, Wisconsin: SERRV International.


Our course has the advantages and drawbacks of any Gen Ed course. It is exciting and challenging to try to reach students on topics we think are very important but that they have little knowledge of. It is also very gratifying to see a number of them respond positively to the issues we present and a number say the course has changed their behaviors. On the negative side they have little background knowledge, there are problems with literacy skills, and for many their lives are shaped more by the need for work and helping with family problems than by a thirst for learning and honing their intellectual abilities. Because a number of our students have problems with reading, with knowing how to select what is important from the material, we prepare study guides and give them extra credit if they want to hand in the questions.
Sample Study Questions: answers are one to four sentences
What do Eitzen and Zinn think is new about globalization today?

What does the term “carrying capacity” mean?

According to Heinberg, what are the three main consequences of automobile dependency?

Why is Jeff Faux critical of NAFTA?

What does Thomas Friedman mean by saying that the “world is flat?”

Why does Peter Martin argue that the critics of globalization are immoral?

Why does James Petras call the US an imperial state? Do you think his view is supported by Heinberg and the other articles for this week?

What sustainability problem is caused by the world’s livestock population?

 What is the main mechanism for the spread of infectious diseases and how is it related to globalization?

How might ethanol be destroying Brazil’s biodiversity?

Why is certification important for fair trade?

What does Heinberg mean by a “managed collapse?”
Almost all of them say they find the questions useful for learning the material and preparing for exams but not very many hand them in. When they do it helps us see where they are having problems and what material we should go over.

We give three exams and one paper.

100 points total in class

· Two in-class exams: weeks 5 and 9 – 26 points each

· Final exam (exam period) 26 points

· 6-8 page paper on Liz Walker book – 12 points

· Extra-credit discussion questions – hand in each week – these questions are easy to answer right in the reading – ½ point each, up to 7 points total are possible

· Occasional short extra credit written assignments – 3-5 points total during the course

· 10 points for attendance and participation
We do not use multiple choice questions; all the exams require descriptions or connections between ideas and evidence.
Exam questions are drawn directly from the discussion questions list – we hand out a review sheet before each exam.

Total writing by students = about 2,000 words, the amount mandated by the Gened Committee at MSU

 First half – weeks 1 through 7 – globalization, it’s meaning and major characteristics

Second half – weeks 8 through 14 – interactions and connections between current globalization and questions of sustainability

Topics by week –

1. Growing up global – video 

2. Energy, expansion and the collapse of civilizations

3. Case study of collapse: Serer farming and the Sahel famine

4. Globalization today: trade and the institutional framework

5. Debating globalization

6. Globalization and over consumption – “affluenza” video

7. Globalization, war and international conflict

8. Globalization, global warming and world health problems

9. Globalization, deforestation, soil depletion, the world water supply and biodiversity loss

10. Globalization, the ecological footprint and indicators of sustainability

11. Technological approaches to sustainability in a globalized world

12. Guest lecture: ecovillage Ithaca or Montclair Township

13. Fair Trade and the conscious consumer: mechanism for sustainability?

14. Alternative social arrangements for sustainability

Course Themes
From a sociological viewpoint, what seems to be our individual situations and fates are in fact a result of larger social forces. The video depicts 6 children: one from a favela in Brazil, one from rural Kenya, one from India, the others from Latvia, China, and Mendocino County in the U.S.  We ask them to note 1 or 2 facts that are new to them and to think about what problems are shown for each child and how people are dealing with these. 
Lecture: video “Growing up Global” + readings

Discussions: 

1. Most important parts of the Rio Declaration?

2. How do the children differ; how the same?

3. How globalization different now from past?

4. Pick one major globalization fact.

There are some things relevant to several cases.  For instance violence of two kinds is depicted for several of the children, crime, shooting and what some anthropologists have called the “violence of everyday life” poverty, hunger, health problems, and children and adults doing dangerous work.

We use the video in conjunction with the Rio Declaration of 1992. The film maker began documenting the lives of these children when they were infants in 1992. That year world leaders were meeting in Brazil where they committed themselves to sustainable development Growing Up Global shows us where they are 10 year later and refers to the Rio Declaration. The Declaration emphasizes the need for cooperation among nations while respecting national sovereignty, so there is a tension there that is also mentioned later in some of the readings and raises the question of how can problems that are global in scope be solved in a world of unequal nation-states. We ask them to look at Declaration’s 27 principles, choose one that you think is especially important and why.  We are thinking to add the Earth Charter as a discussion issue in spring 09
http://earthcharter.org/

We also make the point about the individual and social structure with a diagram of concentric circles. We bring in anthropology early on discussing how the energy produced at different levels of social complexity creates possibilities and constraints for a society. At several points we talk about how traditional societies were able to preserve their environments, develop symbiotic relationships with other societies that generally led to more sustainable practices than exist today, and often took a long range view that is in sharp contrast to the short term goal of making a profit. The Great Law of the Iroquois Nation which states “in every deliberation we must consider the impact on the seventh generation illustrates the sustainable view.” 

We also, however, discuss some of the material in Jared Diamond’s Collapse, focusing on the case of Easter Island where little attention was paid to protecting the forest cover leading to catastrophe. Our course logo illustrates the inequalities in energy use around the world, itself a result of very different living standards, these in turn a consequence of past and present relationships between first and third world countries. 

A major theme throughout the course is the role of inequality in creating problems and oftentimes preventing these from being solved.  For instance, it seems obvious that there needs to be massive investment in developing renewable energy sources, and mass transit systems among other things. Understanding why this isn’t happening in the United States means looking at the power of oil companies, and the roles that the automobile companies have played in our transportation systems.


Inequalities within and between societies have been a major factor in disrupting traditional sustainable practices. We discuss the role of colonialism, an example of an earlier form of globalization where the relationships established by Western nations often had devastating ecological consequences for what are now Third World countries. These inequalities between the First and Third World continue today with decisions by organizations, World Bank, the IMF, the WTO, and international trading agreements such as NAFTA having negative environmental impacts. 


This brings us to another theme of the course which is the two broad types of globalization, globalization from above or corporate globalization and globalization from below or grassroots globalization. Readings, lecture material, and some videos show the conflict between these two. 


The video Maquilapolis: City of Factories illustrates the effects of multinational corporations in the border region of Mexico with water and air pollution consequences of the factories established to take advantage of low-cost female labor. Gender inequality is thus an aspect of what is happening as well as economic and political inequalities. But the video also shows resilient young Mexican women organizing on their own behalf with the help of US based organizations, thereby showing the two forms of globalization at work. 

Also illustrating both types of globalization is a discussion of Wangari Maathai and the Greenbelt Movement in Kenya. Her winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 illustrates the international recognition being paid to peace as an aspect of sustainability.
Wars are often about resource conflict as Wangari Maathai and the Nobel Peace Prize Committee explicitly recognized both in 2004 and again in 2007 when Al Gore and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change received the same honor. We discuss resources as causes of military conflict pointing out that the majority of wars today are internal but are fueled by an international arms trade. We discuss 5 effects that militarism has on sustainability, giving examples for each.

1. Preparing for war: Weapons Production and testing

2. Consequences of weapons use

3. Ecocide

4. Consequences of “Regime Change

5.   Financial Impact consumed by wars and the preparation for them. 
For point 5 we have the students go to the website costofwar.com, created by the National Priorities Project to see the financial impact of the Iraq war. They are astounded to see a running cost of this war and can see what else could have been done with that money, including investing in environmental protection. We also note the ways in which scientific and engineering expertise, absorbed by the military, could be used to further sustainability instead of destruction.


At home corporations have shaped our consumption habits and we illustrate this with Affluenza, an entertaining video depicting of the causes and consequences of over consumption. This concept is readily grasped by the students who adopt the word and use it in discussions, exams and the paper they write. We also show an excerpt from The People Bomb, which compares a 4 person household in California to a 7 person one in Nepal and asks which family has a greater impact on the earth’s resources. This fits in well with the segment on the Chinese child whose family is aspiring to a U.S. middle class life-style.


We can’t explain the widespread adoption of Western consumption styles just by corporate activities but the role of Western media, the acceptance of neo-liberal economic policies and the efforts of governments in India and China to see their GNPs grow are certainly of major significance.

GNP versus GPI (Genuine Progress Indicator)is another topic that follows from a discussion of affluenza. What makes people happy, how can we measure this, what are the problems and advantages of different ways of measuring how a society is doing. You can read about the Genuine Progress Indicator at:
http://www.rprogress.org/sustainability_indicators/genuine_progress_indicator.htm
Two examples from the second half of the course are:

Week 08: Topics for this Lecture

1. What is global warming?

2. Why do scientists think humans are causing it?

3. What does it have to do with sustainability?

4. What does it have to do with globalization?

5. What are the consequences for New Jersey and the Northeast United States?

6. Can we do anything about it?

Week 08 – elaboration section of point 4 above:
4. Globalization and Global Warming Connections

1. Spread of affluenza → garbage → methane

2. Spread of car culture → 5.5 billion tons of CO2 annually

3. Greater distances products move for sale → more fossil fuel burning

4. Greater distances products move during assembly (global assembly line) → more fossil fuel burning

5. Belching, flatulent ruminants → methane and nitrous oxide

6. Clear forests for pastures → loss of carbon sequestering

Week 09:Topics for Today’s Lecture

1. Deforestation

2. Soil loss and desertification

3. Stress on fresh water supplies

4. Overfishing

5. Loss of biodiversity

Overview and summary of the Millennium Assessment Report

http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.aspx
6. Connections to globalization…

6. Globalization and Environmental Stress? – elaboration of point 6 above in general outline
Five “drivers” may be identified

6. Globalization and Environmental Stress?

1. Rapid increase of invasive species

2. Internationalization of affluenza…connected to…

3. …Inequality → appeal of cheap labor and cheap resources

4. Destruction of “common property resources” – through indebtedness and privatization 

5. High resource use tourism

One of the books we use is Liz Walker, Ecovillage Ithaca: Pioneering a Sustainable Culture. This is a very readable account of an intentional community in the Finger Lakes area of New York State that is physically designed to promote both sustainability and egalitarian social relationships. 
http://www.ecovillage.ithaca.ny.us/
EVI’s Best Practices for Sustainable Living: 

· Conserve 90% of land as Open Space

· Integrate Organic Agriculture

· Develop a village of several Cohousing neighborhoods

· Build Energy-efficient, Passive Solar homes

· Develop On-site Businesses [reduce car-based travel to work]
· Create Educational opportunities


The local organic farm helps raise the question of whether we need to be so dependent on faraway products whose transportation costs include global warming. EVI also shows that alternatives can be within the mainstream of American political and social life. In their papers on this book the students almost to a one comment on how they barely know anyone in their neighborhood whereas at EVI community members really are a community of people working together, having conflicts, finding, more often than not, ways to resolve these.

Note: Ecovillage Ithaca runs a one week intensive summer seminar on sustainability issues with a lot of connections to globalization. Interested persons can view the course announcement at:

http://www.ecovillage.ithaca.ny.us/Communities08.pdf
We also talk about Fair Trade as an alternative to conventional, or free trade. The slide below also illustrates a supplementary reading list that we provide for each major topic:

Additional Sources for Today’s Lecture

Brower, Michael and Warren Leon. 1999. The Consumer’s Guide to Effective Environmental Choices: Practical Advice from The Union of Concerned Scientists. New York: Three Rivers Press.

DeCarlo, Jacqueline. 2007. Fair Trade: A Beginner’s Guide. Oxford: One World Publications.

Elgin, Duane, 1993. Voluntary Simplicity: Toward a Way of Life That Is Outwardly Simple, Inwardly Rich. New York: William Morrow & Company.

Harrow, Lisa. 2004. What Can I do? An Alphabet for Living. White River Junction, VT: Chelsea Green Publishing Company.

Merkel, Jim. 2003. Radical Simplicity: Small Footprints on a Finite Earth. Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society Publishers.

Stiglitz, Joseph and Andrew Charlton. 2005. Fair Trade for All: How Trade Can Promote Development. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Some of the students are enthusiastic about being able to both shop and be socially responsible. By coincidence, the town of Montclair recently saw a local fair trade store opened.

Our final reading for the semester is a chapter from Richard Heinberg’s recent book, Peak Everything. This chapter is called “A letter from the future.” In it Heinberg paints a dystopian vision of life in 2107. This is a world where the young are in conflict with the elderly, where there is not enough water, electricity or food. Heinberg’s point is you back in the early days of the 21st century could prevent this sorry situation. What could you do? What should you do? What will you do? And those are the questions we leave them, and ourselves, with.

PAGE  
2

