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FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY 

  

THE GLOBAL CHALLENGE (CORE A) 

Fall 2005 Syllabus


Texts      Meetings    Content     Grades    Policies 



As the first course in the University Core sequence, and the first course in Fairleigh Dickinson University's distance learning sequence, The Global Challenge (Core A) will help prepare you for thinking globally. Not only will this course demonstrate the global dimensions of several crucial contemporary issues, including the problem of global conflict, the global environment, and health and population concerns, it also will underline the necessity of an interdisciplinary approach to understanding these issues. Scientific questions have political, social, economic, and ethical dimensions. Similarly, economic matters are inextricably linked with their cultural, psychological,  political, technological, geopolitical, and moral aspects.  The concerns of The Global Challenge demonstrate the relational thinking you will be called upon to exercise in other academic contexts, and throughout the rest of your personal and professional lives. In other words, this course is as much about how to study and think about global problems and relationships as it is it a course about specific global issues.  

TEXTS
There is only one book to purchase for this course: Arthur Miller's Adaptation of an Enemy of the People (New York: Viking Press, 1987).  This text may be purchased at the University Bookstore. 

All other readings are available on-line on the Global Challenge web site. You can think of this site as a kind of electronic textbook. You can log on to the site by pointing your web browser to http://webcampus.fdu.edu.  Once you login, you will see a list all of your web-based courses, as well as important university announcements and information.  All you have to do is click on "The Global Challenge" to access your section. You will need your unique username and password each time you log in. Remember, do not share your username or password with anyone! 
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MEETINGS
Unlike most classes, the Global Challenge will usually "meet" on-line in the Webcampus learning environment, rather than in the classroom. However, several face-to-face meetings of the Global Challenge also have been scheduled for traditional on-campus sections at the beginning, middle, and end of the semester.  Additional face-to-face sessions may be scheduled by your instructor.  The times and locations for these meetings will be announced by your instructor on the first day of class and posted in Webcampus.  Attendance is mandatory, so please make a note of these meetings on your calendar.  For more information on how to participate in on-line discussions, see the Global Challenge Course Handbook
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CONTENT
Unit One: Welcome to the World 

During this unit, we will begin to explore the possibilities of the Internet as a resource for global citizens, consider what makes an issue global (rather than local, national, or international), and investigate AIDS to demonstrate the interdisciplinary complexities of global issues
Part A: Introduction and Orientation 
Part B: The AIDS Crisis in Global Perspective  

NOTE: All traditional on-campus sections of the Global Challenge will meet face-to-face during the first two weeks of the semester.  
  

Unit Two: Science and the Global Challenge 

Most global issues, including those relating to health and the environment, have scientific dimensions. Indeed, many global problems are the consequence of new technologies that have been made possible by scientific advances. During this unit, we will consider the strengths and limitations of the scientific method for solving contemporary global problems.  

Part A: Global Issues and the Scientific Method
Part B: Global Issues and the Scientific Method 
  

Unit Three: Moral Reasoning and the Global Challenge 

Thinking globally requires that we learn to think morally, or ethically, about our own actions and about the actions, policies, and institutions of the communities to which we belong. During this unit, you'll learn how to think morally about complex global issues. 

Part A: What is Moral Reasoning? 
Part B: Using Moral Reasoning 

NOTE: All traditional on-campus sections of the Global Challenge will meet face-to-face once during Week this unit.  Your instructor will tell you what day. 
  

Unit Four: Global Economic Issues
This unit examines economic aspects of globalization.  In the first part of this unit we will study what the International Monetary Fund has to say about the dangers and prospects for a world undergoing globalization.  In the second part we’ll study criticisms of the way the IMF has managed its job.

Part A: Global Economics
Part B: Global Economics
 

Unit Five: Global Environmental Issues 

During the first part of this unit you will be presented with an overview of global environmental problems and begin to use the Internet to explore one problem in detail.  In the second part of this unit, we will consider some of the ethical and cultural aspects of our environmental challenges.  
Part A: Global Environmental Issues
Part B: Global Environmental Issues
  

Unit Six: Global Conflict in the 21st Century 

As the world moved from the late 20th century to the beginning of the 21st, several fundamental changes took place in the threats and reality of armed conflict that dominated the world's attention.  Among these are the increased deadliness of terrorism and the new doctrine of pre-emptive war.  Weeks 11and 12 of The Global Challenge are devoted to study of armed conflicts now confronting societies and peoples around the world with special reference to the events of 9-11 and the US invasion of Iraq.
Part A: Global Conflict and the Events of 9-11 
Part B: Global Conflict and Iraq 
 

Unit Seven: Global Population and Health Issues 

During this unit, you’ll learn to think about the world’s population and its implications for the health and welfare of all communities. In this final unit, you will need once more to consider your role within the global challenge. 

Part A: The World’s Population 
Part B: Population and Health 
  

Conclusion 

During this session, you’ll meet with your instructor and fellow students for the last time. You’ll be asked to provide feedback about your experience in the Global Challenge. Attendance is mandatory. 

Conclusion and Debriefing 

NOTE: This session meets face-to-face during the final examination period, although no final exam will be given.  
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GRADES
Each of the seven units of coursework in the Global Challenge will be awarded 30 points.  These 30 points will be divided between written work and class participation, with 10 points awarded for written work, 10 points awarded for class participation, and 10 points awarded either for written work or for class participation at the discretion of the instructor. 

Class participation: Class participation requires that you be present and prepared for face-to-face sessions, and that you participate energetically in on-line discussion forums. Both the quality and the quantity of participation are important.  Points for class participation will be assigned for each unit of the course.  Your instructor will provide details on precisely how class participation will be evaluate and how points will be allocated.    

Written work: Six individual assignments and one group project will be assigned.  Individual assignments are to be completed on your own.  Group projects are collaborations with classmates.  Students are expected to demonstrate capacities for critical thinking and information literacy in their written work.  Your instructor will give you more specific information about each assignment and project, including topics, due dates, instructions, and how points will be allocated.  

Unit 1 Part B 

Webliography assignment

Unit 2 Part B

500-800 word group report on a scientific puzzle

Unit 3 Part B

500-800 word individual essay on Enemy of the People

Unit 4 Part B

500-800 word individual report on an economics issue

Unit 5 Part B

500-800 word individual report on an environmental issue

Unit 6 Part B 

at least a 1,000 word individual report on a global conflict topic 

Unit 7 Part B

at least a 1,000 word individual essay on global health issue 

Examinations: There will be no mid-term or final exam for this course.

Final grade: A maximum of 210 points are available for the entire course.  At the end of the semester, all of a student’s points will be tabulated and a final grade for the course will be assigned according to this formula: 

     190+ points = A 
180-189 points = A- 
170-179 points = B+ 
160-169 points = B 
150-159 points = B- 
140-149 points = C+ 
130-139 points = C 
120-129 points = C- 
110-119 points = D 
    0-109 points = F
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POLICIES
 
Time commitment: You should get in the habit of logging onto the Global Challenge web site every day, and no less often than every other day, so you can keep up with threaded discussions and check for new announcements from your instructor. Generally, you should expect to spend about six hours each week on the Global Challenge.  

Academic integrity: No cheating of any kind will be tolerated in the Global Challenge. Every student is expected to do his or her own work (except when collaborating on group projects). Students also are expected to properly cite all sources (including all web sites) used to prepare papers and other assignments. If you are uncertain how to cite sources, or if you are confused about the academic integrity policy, please read the relevant sections in the Global Challenge Course Handbook and speak with your instructor. Ignorance of these policies is not an acceptable excuse for violations. 

Late assignments: Late assignments may be penalized by your instructor.  Please note that Webcampus records the date and time that an assignment is submitted. 

Getting help: There are many ways to get help with the Global Challenge.  

1. If you have problems using Webmail, logging in to Webcampus, or using Webcampus, please contact the Fairleigh Dickinson University Technical Assistance Center (FDUTAC) at 1-973-443-8822 or fdutac@fdu.edu.
 
2. If you have a question about course content, course policies, or course assignments, please contact your instructor.  
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