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GSIs:
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Summary

This interdisciplinary course explores the historical, cultural, political, economic, and technological factors that drive global interdependence.  Using case studies and historical examples, the course examines the ways in which people, goods, diseases, and natural resources have flowed across political and cultural borders over the course of human history. 

This class has no prerequisite and it is open to all Michigan undergraduates.  It can be used as a “gateway” course to explore the many options in international studies that are available through our academic departments and professional schools.  It meets the social science distribution requirement and the geography requirement for School of Education students.  

Format

The course is divided into six modules:

· Natural endowments and human development

· Geography, trade, and culture

· Geography, globalization, and disease

· Global organizations and international cooperation

· The global interdependence of culture 

· The global interdependence of knowledge and ideas

In order to take full advantage of the international resources at the University of Michigan, the course features a large number of guest lecturers from all over campus.  Each guest lecturer will assign their own readings and create their own lecture materials.  There is no textbook or course pack for this course.  All readings will be available on-line through Ctools, which will also be used for posting lecture slides, written assignments, discussion questions, changes to the lecture schedule or syllabus, and other class announcements.

Each module will conclude with a discussion class that will take place during our regularly scheduled meeting time.  For these discussion classes only, the class will be divided into three smaller groups that will be taught by Brad Farnsworth and the two GSIs.  The discussion sections will be essential for integrating the diverse material that will be introduced in the lectures.  You will be graded on your level of participation during these sessions (see “Grading” below).  We will hold these sessions in smaller classrooms located in the School of Education. 

Grading

Your final grade for this course will be based on five factors:

· Participation in class discussion:  18% (three points per discussion class)
· First paper:  17%

· Second paper:  20%

· Third paper:  25%

· Final exam:  20%

I reserve the right to take class attendance at any time.  If you are absent from class, this will affect your participation grade.

For each of the three graded papers, you will write on one of the six course modules.  

· These are short papers, each no more than 2,500 words.

· You must write a paper on either Module 1 or Module 2.  Papers on Module 1 or Module 2 will be due at the beginning of class on 14 February.

· You must write a paper on either Module 3 or Module 4.  The deadline for this assignment is the beginning of class on 28 March.
· You must write a paper on either Module 5 or Module 6.  The deadline is 25 April. 

· Detailed instructions for each paper assignment will be distributed during the respective module.

· Office visits to discuss paper topics and research strategies are mandatory for your first paper.
The final exam is open-book and will cover the entire semester.  The final exam is scheduled for Thursday, 27 April, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. in Chemistry 1300.
Office Hours

The time and location of office hours will be announced after polling the class during the first week of the term.  

Brad Farnsworth will always hold his office hours at his office, located at 914 Hill Street in the Business School Annex.  Detailed directions for finding his office (very important!) can be found on Ctools.
Schedule

Class starts promptly at 2:40.  If you are late, use the rear entrance to the classroom.  The first five minutes of class will be used for housekeeping items and for introducing the speaker.  Speakers will typically use about one hour, with about fifteen minutes available for questions.

	
	Date
	Instructor
	Topic

	
	
	
	

	1
	5-Jan
	Brad Farnsworth
	Introduction

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 1:  Natural endowments and human development

	
	
	
	

	2
	10-Jan
	Tom Gladwin
	Human impact on the environment

	3
	12-Jan
	Brad Farnsworth
	Geography and human development

	
	
	
	

	4
	17-Jan
	Meredith Woo-Cumings
	Climate change and famine

	5
	19-Jan
	GSIs
	Module 1 discussion

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 2:  Geography, trade, and culture
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	24-Jan
	Linda Lim
	Southeast Asia

	7
	26-Jan
	Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof
	Slavery and the Caribbean

	
	
	
	

	8
	31-Jan
	Sussan Babaie
	Trade and the ceramic arts

	9
	2-Feb
	Marty Powers
	The Circulation of Goods and the Translation of Vision: 18th century China and Europe

	
	
	
	

	10
	7-Feb
	GSIs
	Module 2 discussion

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 3:  Geography, globalization, and disease

	
	
	
	

	11
	9-Feb
	Shobita Parthasarathy
	Biotechnology

	
	
	
	

	12
	14-Feb
	Howard Markel
	Disease in historical perspective

	13
	16-Feb
	Arnold Monto
	Avian flu

	
	
	
	

	14
	21-Feb
	Mark Wilson
	Globalization and Infectious Disease

	15
	23-Feb
	GSIs
	Module 3 discussion

	
	
	
	

	
	Mid-semester break
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 4:  Global organizations and international cooperation

	
	
	
	

	16
	7-Mar
	Jim Adams
	The European Union

	17
	9-Mar
	Linda Lim
	International Labor Organization

	
	
	
	

	18
	14-Mar
	Steven Ratner
	International Law

	19
	16-Mar
	Brad Farnsworth
	World Trade Organization

	
	
	
	

	20
	21-Mar
	GSIs
	Module 4 Discussion

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 5:  The global interdependence of culture

	
	
	
	

	21
	23-Mar
	James Robson
	Zen

	
	
	
	

	22
	28-Mar
	Wayne Baker
	Globalization and values

	23
	30-Mar
	Laura Pearl
	Islam

	
	
	
	

	24
	4-Apr
	GSIs
	Module 5 Discussion

	
	
	
	

	
	Module 6:  The global interdependence of knowledge and ideas

	
	
	
	

	25
	6-Apr
	Susan Waltz
	Human rights

	
	
	
	

	26
	11-Apr
	Mark Tessler
	Democracy

	27
	13-Apr
	Marshall Chase
	Environmentalism

	
	
	
	

	28
	18-Apr
	GSIs
	Module 6 discussion

	
	
	
	


