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Course Description

This course examines the impact of globalization and emphasizes the importance of world citizenship in an age of diminishing borders. Students will study the historical foundation of globalization and the evolving formal and informal networks that link the global community. They further will explore the case for and against world citizenship, the connections and contrasts between national bonds and global interests, and the question of universal values and rights.

The course is divided into six units, each focusing on a major aspect of globalization and world citizenship.  

Prerequisite

CORE1006 University Core A

The Global Challenge

Text

Adams, J. M. & Carfagna, A. Coming of Age in a Globalized World: The Next Generation, Kumarian Press, Inc., 2006. All other readings will be on-line or distributed in class. 

Objectives

By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

· Differentiate the fundamental aspects of globalization as they relate to politics, culture and economics, and articulate the positive and negative impacts of globalization. 

· Describe the elements that link the global community and identify the major informal and formal associations, organizations, corporations and networks that contribute to globalization. 

· Recognize the historical and philosophical foundation of world citizenship and articulate the positions for and against the case for world citizenship. 

· Explain the impact of 9/11 on globalization, offer varying perceptions of the United States from around the world and describe its relationship with the United Nations. 

· Indicate roadblocks on the route to world citizenship and clarify the contrast between nationalism and global interests. 

· Identify the major challenges facing humanity and opportunities for acting locally and globally. 



Evaluation
	Essay Questions (Four essays)
	200 points
	(20%)

	Final Exam
	200 points
	(20%)

	Semester Project
	150 points
	(15%)

	Discussion Forums
	150 points
	(15%)

	Quizzes/Workbook Assignments (evaluated)
	150 points
	(15%)

	Participation/Independent Activities (non-evaluated)
	150 points
	(15%)


Expectations


Presence and preparation 
Read daily (Monday through Friday) Section A of the New York Times or online sections on World, United States and New York region. (Be prepared to discuss current events articles. At some point, you will have a quiz about a front-page NY Times story.)
On-time delivery of all assignments and essays (essays will not be accepted late) 

Course Organization

Introduction
During this introductory week, we will discuss course policies and objectives and begin to connect the dots about our globalized world. 

Week One:
Lesson A: General Course Overview

Lesson B: Frames and Viewpoints 
Unit 1: What’s So New About Globalization?
This unit will delve into the elements that represent globalization. We will look at political, economic, and cultural connections as well as distinguish between what’s new and what’s not-so-new about our globalized world. 

Week Two: 
Lesson A: What is globalization? 

Lesson B: What are the elements of globalization? 

Week Three: 

Lesson C: What are the benefits of globalization? 

Lesson D: What are the dangers of globalization?  

Unit 2: National Sovereignty Under Siege
This unit will closely examine the nation-state and its relation to the forces of globalization. We will focus on the threats to national sovereignty that arise from globalization and pay particularly close attention to movements that have arisen due to the forces of globalization.

Week Four: 
Lesson A: What is a nation? What is a nation-state? 

Lesson B: How do multinational corporations impact nation-states?

Week Five:
Lesson C: What are the IMF, WTO and World Bank? 

Lesson D: What are the rules of global finance? 

Week Six: 
Lesson E: What is an NGO? How do NGOs impact nation-states?

Lesson F: Review of Units 1 and 2 

Unit 3: World Citizenship
This unit probes the historical evolution of citizenship and the philosophical basis for world citizenship. We examine critiques of world citizenship and explore universal rights and duties associated with world citizenship.

Week Seven: 
Lesson A: What is a citizen? 

Lesson B: Why world citizenship?

Week Eight: 
Lesson C: Group activity 

Lesson D: What are the main critiques of world citizenship? 

Week Nine: 

Lesson E: What are the globalist responses?

Lesson F: Do universal rights and responsibilities exist?  


Unit 4: U.S. and the World
September 11, 2001, irrevocably changed many people’s perceptions of their world. We pause to examine the effect the tragedy has had on globalization. We further explore the perception of the United States, both domestically and abroad, and the relationship between the United States and the world, particularly as it is manifested within the forum of the United Nations. 

Week Ten: 
Lesson A: What do we know about the global terror network? 

Lesson B: How did 9/11 affect globalization?

Week Eleven: 

Lesson C: What are the roles and the images of the United States abroad?

Lesson D: What is the role of the United Nations and what is its relationship with the United States? 

Unit 5: Speed Bumps on the Route to World Citizenship
This unit examines the key institutional and emotional roadblocks that have prevented and will continue to hinder the development of a global community. From perceptions of human nature to the educational system to the institutions that deliver the news, we probe the forces that shape our viewpoints and limit our world. 

Week Twelve: 
Lesson A: Does human nature pose obstacles to world citizenship?

Lesson B: How do lessons learned at home and in the media pose obstacles? 

Week Thirteen: 

Lesson C: How does the educational system pose obstacles?

Lesson D: Presentation of Semester Projects 

Unit 6: Agency and Action
This unit takes a broad view of humanity and chronicles the expansion of our circle of consideration. It further outlines the most pressing challenges facing humanity in the 21st Century and it outlines the opportunities for students to embrace a sense of agency and to act locally and globally.

Week Fourteen: 
Lesson A: What progress has humanity achieved and what challenges lie ahead?

Lesson B: What opportunities and responsibilities do world citizens have?

