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Course Description

The Model United Nations (MUN) course is a unique class because it is a blend of student-managed club and academic course. Students are the primary decision-makers and leaders for the organization. By choosing to participate in this challenging but rewarding club, you will gain valuable knowledge and skills, and join a committed and highly motivated group of students.

The purpose of Western Oregon University-MUN (WOUMUN) is to increase your knowledge about international issues, policy making and the activities of the United Nations. You will also gain valuable skills in public speaking, research and writing, negotiation and powers of persuasion, leadership, organization, and interpersonal communication. Students will gain these skills through course assignments, club activities and, most importantly, by playing the role of United Nations delegates at MUN conferences. You will have the opportunity to represent WOU as a MUN delegate at Model UN conferences locally, nationally and internationally. 
Students are responsible for attending classes, completing several assignments in preparation for MUN conferences, and to attend and participate in the local MUN-Cascadia (MUNC) conference. The instructor of the course fulfills the roles of faculty club advisor and course instructor, holding you responsible to complete the course requirements and to facilitate your learning by providing you with information to gain the necessary knowledge and skills. Ultimately, the benefits you receive from the course will come from your willingness to learn and contribute. Be aware that the time commitment of being a club member is great, but the rewards, if you are willing, are greater.

Required Materials 

(1) Moore, Jr., John A. and Jerry Pubantz, 2006, The New United Nations: International Organization in the Twenty-first Century New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall. (Available in the bookstore)
(2) United Nations, 2004, Basic Facts about the United Nations New York: United Nations Publications. (Available free to all class members)

(3) MUN Delegate Handbook, several copies on reserve in the library.
(4) UN Wire. You must subscribe to this free on-line publication at http://www.unwire.org/subscribe
(5) Materials on Reserve in the Library and on the Internet (see the Projected Class Schedule for specific article titles and web sites)
(6) UN Internet Resources, http://www.un.org and UN Document Source, http://unbisnet.un.org
(7) A source of current event information (newspaper, television, internet, radio) -- pay particular attention to news related to the United Nations and country assignments.

The following is a brief list of the many internet news sources that provide daily news and email updates:

The New York Times 

http://www.nytimes.com


The Washington Post  

http://www.washingtonpost.com
The Christian Science Monitor  
http:/www.csmonitor.com/   

The Economist  

http://www.economist.com/
CNN  



http://cnn.com
Google News


http://news.google.com
Fall Quarter Activities

(1) Conferences

The main activity for the PS199 class will be preparation for and participation in the Model United Nations of Cascadia (MUNC) Conference November 10-12 in downtown Portland, hosted by Clark College. Further information will be provided in class. You must participate in this conference as part of the course requirements.

(2) Fundraising 

Volunteers will participate in fundraising activities to collect money for conference expenses and support United Nations organizations (UNICEF, UN Day, etc.).

 (3) Club Meetings


The MUN Club meets every Friday from 12:00-12:50 in HSS112. Attendance is strongly encouraged for class members and extra credit points can be earned.

The Directorate of Western-MUN

The WOUMUN is headed by a Student Directorate, which acts as the primary decision-making body with regard to the club matters. Directorate members and all other returning club members serve as valuable resources to new club members. Members-at-large will be selected the second week of classes. The 2006-2007 Directorate leaders are:

President: Jesse O’Neil


Vice-president: Genna Melton
Treasurer: Patrick Eiser


Secretary: Abby Stephens
Laura Maddox is the Assistant Advisor to Dr. Pettenger.

Mentors and Tutoring Sessions

You will be assigned a mentor during the second week of class. Veteran Club Members will serve as resources to provide you training and information regarding conference preparation and performance.


Starting the second week of class, tutoring sessions will be held one night a week. It is strongly suggested that you attend these sessions for tips on research, assistance in writing policy statements and resolutions. Each session is worth 5 points of extra credit.

Testing Methods and Point Scale

Successful completion of PS 199 will be based upon the following assignments. Students will be able to monitor their own progress through the course by using the point system and grading scale below (1000 points possible).

1. Class Attendance and Participation – 

10% / 100 Points

2. Country Profile – 



10% / 100 Points

3. Presentation




  5% /   50 Points

4. Policy Statements (2 for 50 points each)– 
10% / 100 Points

5. Resolutions (2 for 50 points each) – 

10% / 100 Points
6. Conference Goals



  5% /   50 Points
7. Conference Attendance/Assignment – 
30% / 300 Points
8. Final Examination



20% / 200 Points




Total 

        1000 Points

Course Requirements

All assignments are due on the dates listed in the Course Schedule. Failure to turn in the assignment on time, or to provide prior notification with an acceptable excuse, will result in an automatic one-letter grade reduction for the assignment per missed class period.

1. Class Attendance and Participation

Class attendance and participation are important for successful completion of this course. Students are encouraged to ask questions of the professor and each other during class meetings. If you miss a class, check with me for any handouts or assignments missed, and if possible, obtain a copy of another student’s notes.


Students are required to attend a two-hour mock session to be scheduled during an evening of the week before the MUNC conference. 

2. Country Profile


Students will write a brief (three-page) profile of the country they select for the MUNC conference. Information will be handed out during class on the required information.

3. Policy Statement Presentation and Rules Practice

Students will make one presentation in class of one of your policy statements. The emphasis is on practicing your speaking skills and MUN rules before the conference.
4. Policy Statements


Students will write two, one-page policy statements addressing the topics for the MUNC conference. You will have an opportunity to re-write your statements and re-submit them for a better grade. Information will be handed out during class on the required information.

5. Resolutions


Students will write two, one-page draft resolutions addressing the topics for the MUNC conference. You will have an opportunity to re-write your resolutions and re-submit them for a better grade. Information will be handed out during class on the required information.

Course Requirements (continued)

6. Conference Goals

Students must submit 5 conference goals before attending the MUNC conference including several sentences explaining why they chose these goals and how they plan to reach them the last class. Further information will be handed out in class.

7. Conference Attendance and Participation


Students are required to attend all of the MUNC conference. In addition, you will need to complete a post-conference summary of activities and written debrief as well. Further information will be provided during class.

8. Final Examination


A final examination will be given covering the course materials on the United Nations, its organization and functions, and on current global issues covered in class.

Letter Grade according to Point Totals

   Points        Grade

    Points     Grade

  Points     Grade
 1000 – 930 =  A

 829 – 800 =  B-


699 – 670 =  D+

   930 – 900 =  A-

 799 – 770 =  C+

669 – 630 =  D

   899 – 870 =  B+

 769 – 730 =  C


629 – 600 =  D-

   869 – 830 =  B

 729 – 700 =  C-


599 – 0     =  F

Academic Integrity and Conduct


Cheating on tests and assignments (using unauthorized sources of information and providing or receiving unauthorized assistance on any form of academic work), and plagiarism (knowingly presenting someone else’s material as your own) will result in an F for the assignment, and possible failure of the class and disciplinary action by the university. Resources will be handed out and discussed in the class regarding plagiarism and the proper use of citations for written work. Students may review the “Student Code of Conduct” for further information.

Important Dates

(1) Students who decide to drop the class with a grade of "W" must do so by November 3, 2006.
(2) The final examination will be held on the last class of the quarter (December 1st, 2006). Students who are unable to take the examination at this time will need to make alternative arrangements with the instructor.
Special Needs


Students with special needs (documented disability, etc.) are strongly encouraged to meet with me during the first week of the quarter or contact the Office of Disability Services (838-8250). All efforts will be made to accommodate your needs and to help you achieve the most positive outcome.

Projected Class Schedule and Assignment Due Dates
Week 1 
Introduction to Model United Nations
	September 25
	Topic: Review of Syllabus and Class Policies

	
	Readings: None

	September 27
	Topic: Introduction to Model United Nations

	
	Readings: A Guide to Delegate Preparation (“Guide” - browse for content, 
                               on reserve in the library)


       Basic Facts about the United Nations (“Basic Facts” - browse for content)

       United Nations Web Site http://www.un.org/english/ (browse)


            (including: “About the UN” http://www.un.org/aboutun/index.html)

                   UNA-USA MUN 101 Web Site

                          http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=327877

	September 29
	Topic: Introduction to MUN (continued) and the United Nations
Assignment: Top 3 Country Preferences Due

	
	Readings: Moore and Pubantz, Chapter 1 and 2, Appendix A and C


Projected Class Schedule and Assignment Due Dates (continued)
Week 2
Introduction to MUN and the United Nations

	October 2
	Topic: UN101

	
	Readings: Guide, Chapter 2, 3 and 4

                   Web Site: 2005 World Summit http://www.un.org/ga/59/hl60_plenarymeeting.html

                   Moore and Pubantz, Chapters 3-4, Appendix E
                   Basic Facts, Chapter1

	October 4
	Topic: UN101 (continued) / Peacekeeping, making and building

	
	Readings: Globalization101 http://globalization101.org many great briefs/links/news articles 
                   Moore and Pubantz, Chapter 5-6
                   Basic Facts, Chapter 2

	October 6
	Topic: Research Pointers, Country Profiles, UN Topics – International Law

	
	Readings:  Basic Facts, Chapter 6

                   Moore and Pubantz, Appendix D
                   UNA-USA ICC information  

                          http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=363313
                   Heritage Foundation and the ICC

                      http://www.heritage.org/Research/InternationalOrganizations/BG1249.cfm


Week 3
MUN Skills / UN Topics
	October 9
	Topic:  Policy Statements / UN Topics
Readings: Basic Facts, Chapter 4
                  Moore and Pubantz, Chapter 7

	October 11
	Topic: Discussion of Conference Topics / UN Topics

Readings: Basic Facts, Chapter 5

	October 13
	Topic: Public Speaking – Guest Lecture

	
	Assignment: Country Profiles Due


Week 4
MUN Skills / UN Topics / Simulation
	October 16
	Topic: Resolutions / Prep for Simulation

	
	Readings: Moore and Pubantz, Appendix F

                  e-Reserves – TBD based on simulation topic

	October 18
	Topic: UN Topics / Prep for Simulation

	
	Readings: Moore and Pubantz, Chapter 8
                  Basic Facts, Chapter 3

	October 20
	Topic: Simulation

	
	Assignment: Policy Statements Due


Week 5
MUN Skills / UN Topics / Simulation

	October 23
	Topic: Simulation

	October 25
	Topic: Simulation Debrief / UN Topics

Readings: Basic Facts, Chapter 7

	October 27
	Topic: Rules

Readings: MUNFW Rules, http://www.munfw.org/delegates/mainrules.htm

      Guide, Review pages 34-36

	
	Assignment: Resolutions Due


Projected Class Schedule and Assignment Due Dates (continued)
Week 6
Rules and Presentations

	October 30
	Topic: Rules (continued)

	November 1
	Topic/Assignment: Policy Statement Presentations / Rules Practice

	November 3
	Topic/Assignment: Policy Statement Presentations / Rules Practice


Week 7
Conference Preparation / Mock Session / MUNC Conference
	November 6
	Topic: Conference Techniques and Topics Overview
Assignment: Conference Goals Due

	November 8
	Topic: Guest Lecture

Assignment: Attend Mock Session from 7-9 p.m. (location TBD)

	November 10
	No Class – Personal time to prepare for conference
Assignment: Final Drafts of Policy Statements/Resolutions Due (to Mary’s mailbox)


	November 10-12
	MUNC Conference – Attendance is Mandatory! (Saturday 9a.m.-10p.m.

                                                                                      Sunday 9a.m.-6p.m.)


Week 8
Conference Debrief and UN Topics (continued)
	November 13
	No Class – Conference Time Earned

	November 15
	Topic: Conference Debrief / UN Topics

	November 17
	Topic: UN Topics


Week 9
NO CLASS

	November 20
	NO CLASS – Conference Time Earned

	November 22
	NO CLASS – Conference Time Earned

	November 24
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break


Week 10
Conclusions and Summary / Review

	November 27
	Topic Class Overview and Conclusions

	
	Readings: e-Reserves, “Courage to fulfill our responsibilities”

	November29
	Topic: Conclusions and Review

	December 1
	Final Exam (In-class 50 minute exam)

(if you are unable to take it on this day, please let me know as soon as possible so we can arrange another time)
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