June 17th Globalization101.org Forum
Session 1: Globalization and Sustainability
For the full presentation, as given at the workshop, please click here: http://www.globalization101.org/index.php?file=static&id=42. 
Dr. Dick Franke & Dr. Barbara Chasin, Montclair State University
The “Globalization and Sustainability course is a GenEd course. The course is taught by two professors, from two disciplines: sociology and anthropology. 
The course syllabi can be found at http://www.globalization101.org/index.php?file=teach&pass1=teach&id=23. 

The course content includes a number of videos, books and other resources:

1. Growing up global – focus on discussion of Rio Declaration

a. Most important parts of the Rio Declaration 1992
b. How do children differ, same
c. How globalization different now from present
d. Pick one major globalization fact
2. Collapse by Jared Diamond’s 
3. Video on Mexican labor

4. Resource War by Michael T. Klare

5. www.costofwar.com – national priorities project. The website shows the running cost of Iraq War.

6. Documentary video “People Bomb”

7. Ecovillage Ithica,  Liz Walker– easy to read book

8. Earth Song – New Zealand

9. Globalization101 article on  Fairtrade vs. Freetrade

10. Peak Everything: Richard Heinberg

Major themes for the course:

1. Energy, and sustainability, the role of colonialism in third world countries, negative environmental impacts stemming from agreements and projects of the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Trade Organization, and NAFTA 
The course highlights globalization from above (corporate) and from below (grassroots).
2. Globalization and wars. Resource scarcity is one of major reasons for war. Most wars are internal, yet fueled by the international arms trade. 

3. How Corporations influence consumerism “Afluenza”
4. Globalization & Global Warming – all the students have seen An Inconvenient Truth and are excited about this topic

a. Global supply chain and its role in global warming…

5. Environmental problems
a. Deforrestation (Lester Brown chapter)
b. Desertification

6. Drivers of globalization – invasive species, affluenza, inequality/cheap labor, high resource use of tourism..
7. Fair-trade movement: students are able to visit a local fair-trade store to learn about their products and the movments  
Assignments: Six 1-page essays
Globalization101.org Forum Debate on the Course 
Comments: 
1. Student might see this class as propaganda. Reading, Writings, Assignments – all in one direction. There needs to be more critical reading

2. The Lester Brown book is considered biased.
3. Need a balanced assessment. For example if someone wanted to study sweatshops, they should use Apparelsearch.com, as the industry voice, to provide a balance. 
4. Fair Trade is not fair – what from where – driven by Western states, geographical profile – L. America and Africa producers – those who don’t create stuff attractive to West are out of the loop. Students should do primary research by going to the store..

5. This would be an excellent course for high school summer teachers – looking for senior electives and also good for students clubs in Amnesty International

Barbara Chasin: Other pro-globalization authors are included, such as Thomas Friedman

Question posed to the group: How to get to critical thinking?

1. Need pro- and anti-globalization person in the classroom.
2. Often bulk of what students get is pro-globalization view.  So professors should make sure to include the anti-globalization movement as well. 

3. A good method is to use classroom debates: 1st affirmative, 2nd affirmative – students want to “win” using all the reading .

a. An example in Long Island University’s class on global citizenship: is a debate about whether students should be Citizens of the US vs. Citizens of the World
4. Importance of asking the student to provide evidence for their views (ie fair trade, global warming) and to ask what’s the alternative. Students should know what are the principals and values embodied in each movement.
Issues of major concern to students are: loss of jobs, pollution, and immigration 
Session 2: Globalization and Use of Technology in the Classroom

Presentation began with the video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o. This video highlights how students view 

Discussion: Whether or not to bring technology into the classroom and if yes, how:

1. At SUNY Ulster (community college): policy of no cell phones in the classroom. Many teachers do not allow laptops as well. Student interactions with professors more important. SUNY Ulster has a 18:1 student/teacher ratio. This does not at a school with 500-student introductory courses (i.e. Duke)

2. A helpful site to integrate technology into the classroom: welkerswikinomics.com. This blog was originally for AP and IB economics teachers, but is used by a broader audience interested in web 2.0.

3. Very few professors and high school teachers integrate Youtube and Facebook into the classroom.  
Discussion:  Are we preparing our students for the 21st century?

1.  Video: 2 Million Minutes – compares high school life in the U.S., India, and China. The video shows that US students do not work nearly as hard as those in China and India.
2. “What do we mean by studying”: Most students come to class unprepared and have not done the readings or their homework. Classroom discussions are henceforth amongst the uninformed. Would technology help this phenomenon?

3. Students do not have the skills to concentrate anymore. They have a hard time reading books.
Wikis

The problem of using wikis in the class is that the source of the information is not known. Wikis can be very good resource in a class for collaboration. Classroom wikis do not have to be public, and can be used as a forum for students to respond. The teacher’s role is to facilitate the discussion and offer critical responses and questions to the information posed by the students.  The students should be required to give sources and the teacher should validate the information. 

Hybrid Courses 

Hybrid courses are taught part online and part in the classroom.  At SUNY Ulster, hybrid courses are extremely popular and successful. When courses are offered 100 percent online, then as much as 85 percent of the students drop-out. However, when courses are offered in a hybrid manner, there is little drop-out.
In one hybrid model, students take classes online twice a week and meet with the professor once a week. With this hybrid model, students are much more prepared for class and have done the readings and are ready for classroom discussion.

SUNY Ulster offers an international class with students in Mexico. The model that works best is to do a joint project or two together, rather than sharing the full curriculum. The students are able to meet and chat via Skype. In addition, the students meet once in Mexico and once in New York to present their projects. One joint project included an analysis of Chicano literature. This joint course is quite popular and fills up quickly every semester.
Other useful tools

E-Portfolios: allows professors to monitor student improvements. On the portfolios, students can upload essays and written work, videos, and photos. Students can decide level of access, showing certain items to teachers, others to friends,etc. Long Island University uses e-Portfolios and works with their students to create real portfolios to use on interviews.

Task-streaming, Moodle (Open-source), Blackboard: these platforms allow for posting of assignments, syllabi, chats, and collaboration amongst the students. While Moodle is free, task-streaming and Blackboard cost money, but include help lines if there are problems.

Presentation Darrell Norris, SUNY Geneseo

Dr. Norris uses web-based instruction in his Geography courses.  In his course, the students study the web and web –trends. They do original research on the web. 
Globalization represents a narrowing of time and distance through the transmission of information.

His course involves a number of different themes:

1. Conventional  Data Access: going to websites such as wickipedia and worldcasinodirectory to research data

2. Word-search strategies: students do web searches via Internet domain abbreviations (via country, such as .ru for Russia). Students analyze how key-word searches produce different results depending on the country

3. Social Networking analysis: students analyze the trends on social networking sites and the growth of “friends” and the implications across cultures. 
4. Visual Images: students use google earth to analyze visual images  and how they differ across countries 
Session Critical Look at Globalization101.org 

Suggestions to improve the site:
1. Add more personal stories by students about the topics covered in the site. Questionnaires can be helpful in guiding the students.

2. Addition of “Document Based Questions” would be of interest to high school teachers, especially in NY as this is a skill needed to pass the regents. 
3. Useful exercise for students to ask “What voice is missing” from various sections of the site

4.  Interest in RSS feeds to let users know when new resources. such as new recommended articles, have been added to the site

5.  Public newsletter/database – for users to opt-in – if they are interested in collaboration. The users would be mapped out and educators/students wishing to collaborate could just click on a country/city/etc and users who are signed up from that area could be contacted
6. Ability to follow-up with the experts on the site: we could serve as an arbiter for a limited time after the interview, if students want to ask follow-up questions.

7. Add databases to Useful Links
8. Potential re-organization information for disciplines: medicine, social services, etc. As students of these subjects would have to find information in each brief, rather than all organized in one section. 

9. Experiential organizations would be interested in working together with us  - and could be source of “experts” – for students to ask questions to rather than the well-known and busy experts.

10. New Issue Briefs: Travel and Tourism, Education, Corporate Responsibility, War, Peace and Reconciliation, Jobs
11. Differentiate the site by constituency, including separate blogs for students
12. Ways to make money: offer online course for continuing education credit – high school teachers would be very interested because it is required of them.
13. We should not charge for the site – the site should be used to democratize information 
14. “Reading Globally for Fun”  - Global Literature List, book list, film list, etc..  
15. A Global Virtual Amusement Park

16. Quiz on cultural/global awareness

17. End each IB with points to ponder

18. Add small photos next to items in What’s New Box

Session: Where do we go from here?

Overarching questions:
1. What are the values we want to convey?

2. How do we help the students, who are constantly changing and growing?

3. How do we teach using the web, especially given constraints ( ie. Dial-up)
4. What is the world going to look like for our students in 20 years? We need to put ourselves in their shoes

a. Potential Wiki: What will the world look like in 20 years.

i. Potential problems – get a lot of opinions and not facts – since it involves forecasting

Discussion: Critical thinking is appreciation of difference. 
Globalization: should focus on cooperation rather than competition.

We may need to look at the how Globalization101 may address a coming world-wide depression.

List of Recommended Resources
1. Video: Growing up global 

2. Collapse by Jared Diamond’s 

3. Video on Mexican labor

4. Resource War by Michael T. Klare

5. www.costofwar.com – national priorities project. The website shows the running cost of Iraq War.

6. Documentary video “People Bomb”

7. Ecovillage Ithica,  Liz Walker– easy to read book

8. Earth Song – New Zealand

9. Globalization101 article on  Fairtrade vs. Freetrade

10. Peak Everything: Richard Heinberg

11. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
12. 2 Million Minutes

13. A whole new mind by Daniel Pink
