Welcome to Socratic Seminar on Globalization
Developed by Ben Herendeen, Sodus High School, NY
This process is based on Socrates’ method of teaching.  That is, we learn best by continuing to ask questions, rather than arrive at answers.  This will not be a debate, where we are often reluctant to acknowledge alternative views.  It will instead be a dialogue where different points of view are welcomed, even if they are not agreed upon.

This process will be very demanding of you.  You will be expected to participate.  You will be graded on your participation, as well as your preparation for the seminar.  Your statements must be backed up by materials we have used in class. (readings, videos, etc.)

For each Seminar, you will be expected to have all materials for the current unit completed.  You will be using these materials to guide your participation in the dialogue.  These materials will be your “ticket” to the seminar.  A written assignment will also be part of your ticket as well.  Failure to complete the “ticket” will result in exclusion from the dialogue.  You will receive a 30% reduction in your grade for the “ticket” assignment, and you will make up the seminar later, also with a grade reduction.  You will also be expected to take notes as the Seminar progresses.
In order for Seminar to work, everyone must be respected.  We all have different experiences, so we all have something different and valuable to contribute to these dialogues.  Please recognize this when participating.  If you have something to say, speak up; you will be respected.  If you feel you’ve been monopolizing time, be respectful and draw others into the dialogue.
For each Seminar, we will look at one essential question for the unit of study and that will guide the dialogue.  I will always provide you with the essential question ahead of time, so that you are prepared.  Sometimes, you will have a written reflection assignment after the Seminar.
EXPECTATATIONS FOR SOCRATIC SEMINAR

· Be prepared. 



You should have notes for the unit, 



written assignment, and be familiar with 


the reference material. You should be 



referencing the material during the 



seminar.
· Speak up. 



If you say nothing, you won’t get above 


a D for the seminar.

· Be respectful. 



Disagree without being disagreeable, 



don’t monopolize the conversation, and 


don’t interrupt others.
· Be relevant. 



Stay on topic, avoid “sound bites,” and 



don’t be 
repetitive.

· Be open. 



Seminar is not about being right; it is about 


fully exploring the topic.  It is arrogant to 


think that we will close the door on 



discussion on a given topic in 40 minutes.  


The two most important words in Seminar 


are “What about…”



Socratic Seminar Rubric

NAME:_________________________________  
SEMINAR: Globalization.




	
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Conduct
	*Patient with differing opinions.

*Asks for clarification.

*Brings others into the dialogue.

*Very focused on the dialogue.
	*Respectful.

*Comments, but does not attempt to involve others.

*Generally focused.


	*Participates but shows impatience.

*Some focus.

*Engages in “sidebar” conversations.


	*Disrespectful.

*Argumentative.

*Does not participate.



	Speaking
	*Speaks to all participants.

*Articulate.

*Takes a leadership role without monopolizing the discussion.
	*Speaks to most participants.

*Attempts to move on to new ideas.

*Tends to “ramble on” after making a point.
	*Speaks too softly.

*Needs prompting to get involved.

*Has no sustainable point; uses “sound bites.”

*Monopolizes the discussion.
	*Reluctant to speak.

*Comments do not support point.



	Reasoning
	*Cites relevant text.

*Relates topic to outside knowledge and other topics.

*Makes connections between own thoughts and others’.

*Willing to take an alternate viewpoint.

*Asks questions to further dialogue.
	*Makes limited connections to others’ ideas.

*Some intriguing points that merit reaction.

*Some references to text.


	*Accurate on minor points, but misses the main point.

*No textual support; “talking of the top of your head.”

*Refuses to acknowledge alternate viewpoints.
	*Illogical comments.

*Ignores the movement of the seminar.



	Listening
	*Writes down comments, questions, ideas.

*Builds on other’s ideas & gives others credit.
	*Generally attentive and focused.

*Responds thoughtfully.

*Takes some notes.
	*Appears disconnected.

*Takes limited notes.


	*Inattentive.

*Comments show lack of understanding.

*Takes no notes.

	Reading/

Preparation
	*Familiar with text.

*Understands major concepts.

*Writing assignment completed on time.

*Notebook packet complete.

*Was well prepared in small discussion groups.


	*Fairly familiar with text.

*Asks for references.

*Writing assignment completed on time.

*A few notes are incomplete.

*Was mostly prepared in small discussion groups
	*Confused with key concepts of text.

*Writing assignment may be completed on time.

*Some notes are incomplete or missing.

*Occasionally prepared in small discussion groups.
	*Unfamiliar with text.

*Writing assignment completed but not on time.

*Notes are not complete, many missing assignments.

*Very much unprepared in small discussion groups.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
What is the nature of globalization?  

Does it have a positive or negative impact?

Socratic Seminar Participant Rules:



Questions for Today’s Seminar:
· Refer to the text/notes.




* Does globalization lessen or worsen
· Do not stay confused.





conflicts between different cultures?
· Stick to the point.





*Is the US engaging in “cultural imperialism?”   
· Write notes.





*Is globalization unfair to poorer nations, 
· Listen actively.






while enriching already wealthy ones?
· Speak up.





 
You are responsible for the seminar.
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Reading/


Preparation





Listening





Reasoning





Speaking





Conduct





*Respectful.


*Comments, but does not attempt to involve others.


*Generally focused.





*Patient with differing opinions.


*Asks for clarification.


*Brings others into the dialogue.


*Very focused on the dialogue.





*Participates but shows impatience.


*Some focus.


*Engages in “sidebar” conversations.





*Disrespectful.


*Argumentative.


*Does not participate.





*Speaks to most participants.


*Attempts to move on to new ideas.


*Tends to “ramble on” after making a point.





*Speaks too softly.


*Needs prompting to get involved.


*Has no sustainable point; uses “sound bites.”


*Monopolizes the discussion.





*Reluctant to speak.


*Comments do not support point.





*Speaks to all participants.


*Articulate.


*Takes a leadership role without monopolizing the discussion.








*Cites relevant text.


*Relates topic to outside knowledge and other topics.


*Makes connections between own thoughts and others’.


*Willing to take an alternate viewpoint.


*Asks questions to further dialogue.





*Accurate on minor points, but misses the main point.


*No textual support; “talking of the top of your head.”


*Refuses to acknowledge alternate viewpoints.





*Illogical comments.


*Ignores the movement of the seminar.





*Makes limited connections to others’ ideas.


*Some intriguing points that merit reaction.


*Some references to text.





*Generally attentive and focused.


*Responds thoughtfully.


*Takes some notes.





*Inattentive.


*Comments show lack of understanding.


*Takes no notes.








*Appears disconnected.


*Takes limited notes.





*Writes down comments, questions, ideas.


*Builds on other’s ideas & gives others credit.





*Confused with key concepts of text.


*Writing assignment may be completed on time.


*Some notes are incomplete or missing.


*Occasionally prepared in small discussion groups.





*Unfamiliar with text.


*Writing assignment completed but not on time.


*Notes are not complete, many missing assignments.


*Very much unprepared in small discussion groups.








*Fairly familiar with text.


*Asks for references.


*Writing assignment completed on time.


*A few notes are incomplete.


*Was mostly prepared in small discussion groups.





*Familiar with text.


*Understands major concepts.


*Writing assignment completed on time.


*Notebook packet complete.


*Was well prepared in small discussion groups.








