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Staff

Instructor:
Prof. Suzanne Berger 

Course Meeting Times

Lectures:
One session / week
3 hours / session

Recitations:
One session / week
1 hour / session

Level

Undergraduate / Graduate

Course Highlights

This course features essay assignments as well as extensive reading questions, located in the study materials section. 

Course Description

This seminar explores changes in the international economy and their effects on domestic politics, economy, and society. Is globalization really a new phenomenon? Is it irreversible? What are effects on wages and inequality, on social safety nets, on production, and innovation? How does it affect relations between developed countries and developing countries? How globalization affects democracy? These are some of the key issues that will be examined. 

Syllabus

This seminar explores changes in the international economy and their effects on domestic politics, economy, and society. Some of the key issues that will be explored include:

· Is globalization really a new phenomenon?

· Is it irreversible?

· What are effects on wages and inequality, on social safety nets, on production, and innovation?

· How does it affect relations between developed countries and developing countries?

· How does globalization affect democracy?

The seminar is open to undergraduates and graduate students. Some prior work in political science or economics is strongly recommended. For undergraduates there will be an additional one-section meeting (one hour) to be scheduled at the first meeting of the class. Graduate students will be expected to do most of the recommended as well as the assigned readings. The requirements for undergraduates and graduate students are:

1. To complete each week's assigned reading before class;

2. Two essays on assigned topics.

The papers require thinking about issues raised in readings and class discussion. They should be between 12 to 15 typed double-spaced pages. Graduate students who wish to write a major research paper instead of the two essays should meet during the first month of term with Suzanne Berger and discuss an outline of the research.

Calendar

There is a one hour recitation section for undergraduate students, which is not included in this calendar.

	LEC #
	TOPICS
	KEY DATES

	1
	Introduction and Overview
	

	Part I: Globalization: A New Economic Order? The Historical Antecedents

	2
	Domestic and International Economies in the 19th Century
	

	3
	Globalization Before World War One
	

	Part II: Creating the Global Economy

	4
	Trade and Politics
	

	5
	Global Capital Flows
	Paper topic 1 distributed

	6
	Critics
	

	7
	Multinational Enterprises
	Paper topic 1 due

	8
	Globalization and Development
	

	Part III: The Consequences of Globalization

	9
	Can China and India Beat Us at our Own Game?
	

	10
	Does Globalization Increase Unemployment and Inequality?
	Paper topic 2 distributed

	11
	Does Globalization Destroy the Power of the State? Are Reform and Redistribution Still Possible?
	

	12
	Globalization and Democracy
	Paper topic 2 due


Readings

	LEC #
	TOPICS
	READINGS
	READING QUESTIONS

	1
	Introduction and Overview
	Rosenberg, Tina. "The Free Trade Fix." New York Times Sunday Magazine, August 18, 2002.

Crook, Clive. "Globalisation and its critics: A Survey of Globalisation." Economist 360, no. 8241 (2001).

Greider, William. One World, Ready or Not. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1997, chapters 1-2. ISBN: 0684811413.

Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapters 6-8. ISBN: 0300107773.
	Questions (PDF)

	Part I: Globalization: A New Economic Order? The Historical Antecedents
	

	2
	Domestic and International Economies in the 19th Century
	Polanyi, Karl. The Great Transformation. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2001, chapters 3-6, 12, and 21. ISBN: 080705643X.

Recommended

Eichengreen, Barry J. Golden Fetters: The Gold Standard and The Great Depression, 1919-1939. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1992, chapters 1-3. ISBN: 0195064313.
	Questions (PDF)

	3
	Globalization Before World War One
	Angell, Norman. The Great Illusion. London, UK: The Knickerbocker Press, 1912, chapters 1-4.

Hirst, Paul, and Grahame Thompson. Globalization in Question. Malden, MA: Polity Press, 1999, chapters 1-2. ISBN: 0745621643.

Recommended

Eichengreen, Barry J., et al. "Is Globalization Today Really Different than Globalization 100 years ago?" NBER Working Paper No. 7195 (June 1999).
	Questions (PDF)

	Part II: Creating the Global Economy
	

	4
	Trade and Politics
	Gourevitch, Peter. Politics in Hard Times. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1986, chapters 1-4. ISBN: 0801494362.

Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapter 10. ISBN: 0300107773.

Morris, David. "Free Trade: The Great Destroyer." In The Case Against The Global Economy. Edited by Jerry Mander and Edward Goldsmith. San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books, 1996, pp. 218-228. ISBN: 0871568659.
	Questions (PDF)

	5
	Global Capital Flows
	Strange, Susan. Casino Capitalism. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1986, chapters 1, 2, and 6. ISBN: 0631150277.

"Fear of Finance: A survey of the world economy." The Economist (September 19, 1992).

Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapter 13. ISBN: 0300107773.

Recommended

Frieden, Jeffry. "Invested Interests: The Politics of National Economic Policies in a World of Global Finance." International Organization 45 (1991): 425-451.
	Questions (PDF)

	6
	Critics
	Daly, Herman. "Free Trade: The Perils of Deregulation." In The Case Against The Global Economy. Edited by Jerry Mander and Edward Goldsmith. San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books, 1996, pp. 229-238. ISBN: 0871568659.

Wallach, Lori. Whose Trade Organization? Corporate Governance and the Erosion of Democracy. New York, NY: New Press, 2004, chapter 5. ISBN: 1565848411.

"Harvesting Poverty." (Read entire collection of editorials from New York Times.)
	Questions (PDF)

	7
	Multinational Enterprises
	Hirst, and Thompson. Globalization in Question. Malden, MA: Polity Press, 1999, chapter 3. ISBN: 0745621643.

Berger, Suzanne. How We Compete. New York, NY: Currency, 2005, chapter 2-7. ISBN: 0385513593.

McKendrick, David. "Leveraging Locations." In Locating Global Advantage. Edited by M. Kenney and R. Florida. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2004, pp. 142-173. ISBN: 080474758X.

Recommended

Sturgeon, T., and R. Florida., "Globalization, Deverticalization and Employment in the Motor Vehicle Industry." In Locating Global Advantage. Edited by Kenney and Florida. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2004, pp. 52-81. ISBN: 080474758X.
	Questions (PDF)

	8
	Globalization and Development
	Hirst, and Thompson. Globalization in Question. Malden, MA: Polity Press, 1999, chapter 5. ISBN: 0745621643.

World Bank, The East Asian Miracle . New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1993, Overview and chapters 1-3. ISBN: 0195209931.

Mathews, J.,and Dong-Sung Cho. Tiger Technology. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2000, pp. 29-102. ISBN: 0521662699.

Recommended

Stiglitz, J., and S. Yusuf. Rethinking the East Asian Miracle. Washington, DC: World Bank, 2001, chapter 9-11. ISBN: 0195216008.
	Questions (PDF)

	Part III: The Consequences of Globalization 
	

	9
	Can China and India Beat Us at our Own Game?
	Steinfeld, E. "Cross-Straits Commercial Integration and Industrial Catch-Up: How Vulnerable is the Taiwan Miracle to an Ascendant Mainland?." In Global Taiwan. Edited by Suzanne Berger and Richard K. Lester. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2005, chapter 8. ISBN: 0765616165.

Schultze, George. "Offshoring, Import Competition, and the Jobless Recovery." Brookings Institution Policy Brief 136, August 2004.

Friedman, Thomas. "The World is Flat." New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. ISBN: 0374292884.

Berger, Suzanne. How We Compete. New York, NY: Currency, 2005, chapters 11-12. ISBN: 0385513593.

Recommended

Samuelson, Paul. "Where Ricardo and Mill Rebut and Confirm Arguments of Mainstream Economists Supporting Globalization." Journal of Economie Perspectives 18, no. 3 (2004): 135-146.
	Questions (PDF)

	10
	Does Globalization Increase Unemployment and Inequality?
	Rodrik, Dani. Has Globalization Gone Too Far? Washington, DC: Institute for International Economics, 1997. ISBN: 0881322415.

Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapter 9. ISBN: 0300107773.

Wade, Robert. "Winners and Losers." The Economist, April 26, 2001.

Recommended

Sala-I-Martin, Xavier. "The Disturbing 'Rise' of Global Income Inequality." NBER Working Paper No. 8904, April 2002.
	Questions (PDF)

	11
	Does Globalization Destroy the Power of the State? Are Reform and Redistribution Still Possible?
	Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapters 5 and 12. ISBN: 0300107773.

Swank, Duane. "Global Capital, Political Institutions, and Policy Change." In Developed Welfare States. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2002, chapters 1, 7, and 8. ISBN: 0521001447.

Recommended

Lindert, Peter. Growing Public. Vol. 1. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004, chapters 1-2. ISBN: 0521529166.

Berger, Suzanne. "Globalization and Politics." In Annual Review of Political Science, 3 (2000).

Berger, S., and R. Dore, eds. National Diversity and Global Capitalism. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1996, chapters Introduction, 1, 2, 5, 11, and 15. ISBN: 0801483190.
	Questions (PDF)

	12
	Globalization and Democracy
	Monbiot, George. Manifesto for a New World Order. New York, NY: New Press, 2004, chapters 1-4 and 7. ISBN: 1565849086.

Wolf, Martin. Why Globalization Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005, chapter 11. ISBN: 0300107773.
	Questions (PDF)


Assignments

Essay 1
Please write an essay on one of the two topics below. The essay should be 12-15 pages double-spaced. It is due on Lecture 7 at start of class. No additional reading or research is required beyond the syllabus, class lectures and section discussions.

1. Historically, free trade seems to be a rather recent policy. Why were governments more protectionist in the past? Why and when - did states stop providing protection against economic forces coming from outside their borders? Is it that states are less willing - or that they are less able-to provide such protection today?
What changed? The essay should consider alternative explanations of the decline of protectionism. It should identify which changes grew out of changes within domestic societies (e.g., in ideas, or interests, or national policies) and which derive from international factors (e.g., "globalization," new institutions, changes in the relative power of different countries, and so forth).
After considering different approaches, lay out and provide evidence for your own conclusion about the most convincing explanation. [Feel free if you wish to take a longer historical perspective and to consider the fall-rise-fall of protectionism from the 19th to the 21st centuries.]

2. Who is for free trade and for capital mobility? Who opposes them (one, or the other, or both)? Do the positions on free trade and capital flows of individuals and of social groups depend mainly on their economic interests? Do given economic interests point clearly to support or opposition for lowering the barriers to cross-border flows? Or if some other factors are more important in determining positions on trade and capital markets - what are they? Which "other factors" might matter in explaining support or opposition?
Lay out alternative views presented in the readings, and present your own conclusion. Provide evidence (historical or contemporary) from at least two different countries. Whichever position you take, be sure to consider counter-arguments.

Essay 2
Please write an essay on one of the two questions below. The paper should be 12-15 pages double spaced and it is due at the start of the last class.

1. How can we evaluate the effects of globalization as against the other processes at work in the world at the same time? Why should we want to be able to sort out the impact of globalization from the impacts of other forces at work-how does this matter? Consider these issues by focusing on one important contemporary social, political, or economic issues. Examples might be inequality, economic growth, unemployment and job creation, development, democracy. Analyze how globalization has affected changes in this area, and in order to be able to specify the role of globalization, lay out carefully the other processes that may be at work. Lay out the argument on all sides, and draw your own conclusion about the significance of globalization for the issue in question. Consider whether changes in public policy (and which changes) might improve outcomes. Use evidence and arguments from readings of the entire semester in developing the arguments. [Note: you may choose some other issue, like culture, environment, or innovation - and examine globalization's effects. But there's not enough in the readings to make that possible, so you'd have to do extra reading. For the topics listed above, it is possible to write a good essay without further research.]

2. Opponents of globalization argue that it weakens national governments making it difficult or impossible for them to maintain social welfare policies, environmental policies, and other fiscal redistributive measures. Others claim there is little or no evidence of national governments' decline. Yet other writers seem to think that whatever the effects of globalization on governments, they are likely to be beneficial for long-term economic growth.
Please analyze the claims laid out in this controversy, and try to argue the strongest case you can in favor of the view(s) you find most convincing. In doing so be sure to consider seriously the case that might be made against your position, and why you reject it.
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