GLOBALIZATION101.ORG
LESSON PLAN: GLOBALIZATION DEBATES
Introduction

No one can deny that today’s world has unique challenges facing the present and future workforce.  Politicians, professors, businessmen, and NGO leaders all have different opinions on whether globalization is good or bad. In this introductory lesson to globalization, students will understand the meaning of globalization and how it relates to migration, development, trade, and human rights. Students will watch video interviews on these issues and will participate in a debate or a series of debates on these issues as well. 
Instructional Goals
Students gain basic understanding of how globalization relates to trade, human rights, migration, and development institutions (World Bank and International Monetary Fund)

Learning Outcomes
· Students articulate the role of the WTO and trade agreements and articulate how human rights can be integrated into these agreements
· Students explain the role of governments in regulating migration, both illegal and legal

· Students understand how World Bank works and why it is controversial?
· Students debate one or all of the following: a) free trade vs. fair trade, b) Economic Development and the World Bank, and c) Role of Migration in Globalization
Time Required

· 3-5 classes (depending on the structure of the debates)
· At least 1 – 2 weeks for student preparation for the debates

Procedure

Activity 1:  Expert opinions on Globalization

Background Reading:

Assign the following to be read before class: 

· Trade Issue Brief http://www.globalization101.org/issue/trade/
Class 1:  Trade and Human Rights
Review the following two concepts outlined in the Trade Issue Brief
· What is the goal of trade?

· What does the term free trade mean

· What are the major international institutions to facilitate international trade?
· What tools are available to policymakers to manipulate global trade? ( ie.. tariffs, subsidies, embargoes)

Watch two clips from Dr. Susan Aaronson’s Ask the Expert interview: http://www.globalization101.org/experts/trade_and_human_rights 
· Why should human rights policy be connected to trade policy
· What are the biggest challenges to the integration of human rights clauses into trade policies (at any level) national/ international/ multilateral/etc? 
Discuss how human rights can be connected to trade agreements. 
Leading questions: 

1. How can trade improve the quality of life of people around the world?

2. Why do you think human rights are not addressed in trade agreements? Is this the appropriate place to discuss human rights why/why not?

3. If so, what human rights should be included in trade agreements?

4. Do you agree/disagree with Dr. Aaronson’s assumption that the WTO makes it harder for countries to protect human rights at home and abroad?
5. Why would it be difficult to add a human rights assessment into trade agreements? What do you think would be the challenges?

Related Activity

Have students sit in groups of four and discuss the process of creating a human rights assessment to be carried out by governments before signing trade agreements. The groups must discuss the following questions:

1. Who administers the assessment 
2. Who fills out the assessments

3. Which rights will be addressed in the assessment

4. How would these rights be measured (sample questions and rubric)

Student groups share their answers with the class. 

About Dr. Susan Aaronson

Dr. Aaronson is a Professor at George Washington University, in both the business school and the Elliot School of International Affairs. Until July 2006, she was Senior Fellow and Director of Globalization Studies at the Kenan Institute. She is the author of numerous books and articles on trade and globalization issues, including Trade and the American Dream and Taking Trade to the Streets: The Lost History of Public Efforts to Shape Globalization in 2001. Aaronson received her doctorate in economic history from Johns Hopkins University and a Masters in International Affairs from Columbia University. 
Class 2 Migration
Background Reading 

Have students read the Migration Issue Brief: ttp://www.globalization101.org/issue/migration/ before the class

Watch two clips of Dr. Papademetriou’s Ask the Experts interview, http://www.globalization101.org/experts/international_migration:  
· How has globalization made migration a more controversial issue in the United States? 
· What are the biggest misconceptions about migration
· Student Question 4: U.S. policy recommendations
Discuss relationship between globalization and migration

Leading questions: 

1. How are globalization and migration related?

2. How does the U.S. control migration?

3. Do you agree with Dr. Papademetriou’s recommendations to legalize immigration? Is this a feasible solution, why or why not? What would you recommend?
4. What elements do you think are crucial for an immigration policy? Where should the U.S./other countries focus their energies vis-a-vie immigration? (border control, visas, quotas, security, etc..)
About Dr. Demetrious Papademetriou
Dr. Papademetriou is the President of the Migration Policy Institute. He holds a PhD in Comparative Public Policy and International Relations (1976) and has taught at the universities of Maryland, Duke, American, and New School for Social Research. Born in Greece, his father urged the 18-year-old Demetrios, a young man with good grades who was constantly criticizing the system he lived in, to compete for a Marshall Plan scholarship to an American university. In 1964, he won and headed off to Wilkes College in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where he received his BA in political science and history in 1970. He defended his PhD dissertation on "The Social and Political Implications of European Labor" at the University of Maryland in 1976. His father's remittances from Greece were limited to $150 a month, $60 of which went for rent. 
Class 3: World Bank

Background Reading 

Have students read the World Bank and IMF Issue Brief http://www.globalization101.org/issue/imfworldbank/ 

Review the following two concepts outlined in the Brief:

1. What is the role of the World Bank and the IMF
2. What is the difference between the World Bank and the IMF
Watch the following clip from Mr. Mallaby’s Ask the Expert interview http://www.globalization101.org/experts/Sebastian_Mallaby_World_Bank  
· Why is the World Bank controversial and how has former President Jim Wolfensohn contributed to that aspect? 
Discuss why the World Bank is controversial

Leading questions: 

1. How have the World Banks’ policies toward development changed throughout the years? (Answer, focus on different aspects of development – physical assets, human assets, macro-economic policy, structural adjustment)? Make sure the students understand the differences.
2. Give some examples that you would think would explain the politics behind the economics, and how these political factors contribute to development?

3. What are critiques of World Bank? World Bank requirements are too harsh (education and other budgets cut), environmental fallout, human rights complaints (forced migration of people), private sector can provide loans- so why need the World Bank.
4. Do you agree/disagree with youtube comments on this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cP8piL-_Gsc 
Activity:

Students debate the merits of the video and the current comments regarding the video by commenting and responding to comments on YouTube page for this video (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cP8piL-_Gsc)
About Sebastian Mallaby
Mallaby is a columnist and former editorial board member at the Washington Post. Mr. Mallaby is the author of The World's Banker: A Story of Failed States, Financial Crises and the Wealth and Poverty of Nations. Mr. Mallaby studied modern history at Oxford. 
Activity 2: Classroom Debates 
Prep time for student research: at least 1-2 weeks to prepare for each of the issues

Divide the class into groups for a series of pro-con debates on a variety of issues. The teacher can either hold one debate with multiple issues or do a series of debates on a variety of issues. If the class is large you can divide the class into three groups and each group prepares one side of the three issues below. To get every student involved, the students must take turns answering questions and giving responses.
This website offers an excellent tool to shape the classroom debate: http://www.laep.org/UCLASP/ISSUES/bringing_water/debate.htm. If following this format, the teacher will require the students to give an introductory statement on their issue that sums up the side’s position. In the introductory statement, students should state how their issue relates to globalization.

Below are three potential debate topics: free trade, development and International Financial Institutions, and migration. Recommended questions are included; feel free to develop more questions per debate, depending on class size and time available to dedicate to the debate. Each subject could take a full class period to debate. 

Please provide these directions to the students: Analyze websites and other sources by asking the following questions:
· Who is the author? Does the author provide evidence of expertise?

· What is the author’s purpose? 

· Is the content current? Is it detailed or superficial?

· Can the information be verified by another source?

Students will need to be prepared to quote their source when responding to a debate questions. 

1.  Free Trade vs. Fair Trade:
Have students read the following news analysis: Nestle and Fair Trade http://www.globalization101.org/news1/Nestle_fairtraide 
Divide the class into two groups: Supporters of “Free Trade” and Supporters of “Fair Trade.” 

Students should be prepared to debate the following questions?

a. Should the U.S. government protect Americans workers from losing their jobs to outsourcing and if so how?

b. Why should or shouldn’t the government provide subsidies to help U.S. industries compete in the globalized world?

c. Do you support fair trade, in which workers in developing countries get a fair price for their good or service?
d. Should the U.S. sign trade deals in which U.S. companies do not get increased market access? Explain your position.
e. Should the U.S. change intellectual property rights that potentially limit access of poor people to technology, medicines, or other necessities at an affordable price? 
f. Should the U.S. unilaterally change its systems of subsidies and tariffs?
g. Should new U.S. trade agreements include labor and environmental standards and should existing agreements be reviewed as well?
h. Do you support taxing corporations who have profited from free trade agreements in order to help the poor or underprivileged Americans?
i. Do you support a moratorium on new trade agreements?

2. Economic Development and the World Bank

The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are two institutions that were created to help alleviate world poverty. Supporters believe that these two organizations are fulfilling their mission and are helping lift nations out of poverty. Critics are wary that these organizations are not helping lift people out of poverty and that World Bank and IMF strict requirements for loan repayments actually impoverish more people. Divide the class into supporters and critics and have them prepare to debate these issues.

To help the students prepare for the debate, reading the World Bank and IMF Issue Brief would be helpful: http://www.globalization101.org/issue/imfworldbank/ and the interview with Sebastian Mallaby is also helpful: http://www.globalization101.org/experts/Sebastian_Mallaby_World_Bank. 
One of the major critics of the World Bank and IMF is Joseph Stiglitz: http://www2.gsb.columbia.edu/faculty/jstiglitz/. His articles and books will offer academic arguments. 
Students should be prepared to debate the following questions.

a. Why should the U.S. support the existence of the World Bank and IMF?

b. What is the World Bank doing to protect the environment?

c. What is the World Bank doing to stop corruption?

d. There are plenty banks and sources of private capital, why do we need the World Bank?
e. What does the World Bank do to prevent or help displaced people that result from a World Bank project?

f. Why do developing countries have little voice in the leadership of these institutions?

g. With limited funds, where should the World Bank devote its funds and staff expertise?
3. Role of Migration in Globalization
The immigration debate in the United States is quite fervent. Supporters of increased immigration and paths to citizenship believe that these skilled and unskilled workers fill needed jobs that help grow the U.S. economy and that many of these jobs are considered undesirable to U.S. citizens or U.S. citizens are not qualified for these positions (especially given the dearth of U.S. engineers and other highly-specialized workers).  
Supporters of stricter immigration rules believe that illegal, unskilled immigrants drive down wages and are burden to social service providers, such as hospitals and clinics. Many in this camp believe that corporations should try to fill the skilled jobs first with Americans before hiring foreigners. 

There is also a debate on how to secure the U.S. border, especially as it affects security. Please note that this debate will not be covered, since it involves a whole different set of concerns.

Divide the class into two groups:   Strict immigration rules/Flexible immigration rules
To prepare for the debate, students should watch the full interview with Dr. Papademetriou: http://www.globalization101.org/experts/international_migration, as well as read the full Migration Issue Brief: http://www.globalization101.org/issue/migration/.

The useful links section is great place for these two groups to start their research: http://www.globalization101.org/useful/.

CNN’s Lou Dobbs discusses immigration nearly every night in his news report. So CNN’s transcripts can provide excellent research for those arguing on behalf of stricter immigration rules.

Students should be prepared to debate the following questions.

a. Do illegal and/or unskilled immigrants use up finite resources and U.S. tax dollars, for services, such as health care and education, since many do not pay federal and state income tax?
b. How does U.S. migration relate to globalization?

c. Are illegal immigrants the main cause of downward wages shifts in unskilled labor in the United States?

d. Should the U.S. increase visas for skilled immigrants?

e.  Do you support guest workers programs?

f. Should current undocumented workers receive a path to citizenship?

g. With limited funds, where should the U.S. focus their funds in helping to address the issues of migrant labor?
Conclusion/De-Briefing 
Time period: Half a class
1. What helped your group work well together?

2. What interfered with the group working well together?

3. What could members do next time to improve the group’s work?

4. Did everyone participate? Why or why not? How did group members feel about their levels of participation?

5. What did you learn in the debates and classroom discussions?

6. Have these debates changed your opinions about different political parties and politicians?

Additional Activities

If students are not well grounded in globalization concepts, this activity can be used to introduce students to globalization.

Activity: Introduction to Globalization

Read and discuss the Globalization101.org definition of globalization: http://www.globalization101.org/What_is_Globalization.html
1. Break down the definition, ask the students to further explain “process of interaction and integration,” “process driven by international trade and investment and aided by information technology,” “process has effects on the environment, on culture, on political systems, on economic development and prosperity, and on human physical well-being in societies around the world”

2. Ask the students to explain each of these parts of the definition with personal examples from their own lives, as well as examples from current events and the news. 

3. Discuss other aspects of the brief history:

a. Free-market economics – what does this mean – explain the basics of free trade – the breaking down of barriers, such as tariffs and subsidies. 

b. Why do these barriers exist, what do they accomplish, who has a vested interest in them, etc…

c. Why are local cultures threatened by multinationals

Assessments
Use the following Socratic seminar to grade the classroom debates

Socratic Seminar Rubric

NAME:_________________________________  
SEMINAR: Globalization Debates
	
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Conduct
	*Patient with differing opinions.

*Asks for clarification.

*Brings others into the dialogue.

*Very focused on the dialogue.
	*Respectful.

*Comments, but does not attempt to involve others.

*Generally focused.


	*Participates but shows impatience.

*Some focus.

*Engages in “sidebar” conversations.


	*Disrespectful.

*Argumentative
*Does not participate.



	Speaking
	*Speaks to all participants.

*Articulate.

*Takes a leadership role without monopolizing the discussion.
	*Speaks to most participants.

*Attempts to move on to new ideas.

*Tends to “ramble on” after making a point.
	*Speaks too softly.

*Needs prompting to get involved.

*Has no sustainable point; uses “sound bites.”

*Monopolizes the discussion.
	*Reluctant to speak.

*Comments do not support point.



	Reasoning
	*Cites relevant text.

*Relates topic to outside knowledge and other topics.

*Makes connections between own thoughts and others’.

*Willing to take an alternate viewpoint.

*Asks questions to further dialogue.
	*Makes limited connections to others’ ideas.

*Some intriguing points that merit reaction.

*Some references to text.


	*Accurate on minor points, but misses the main point.

*No textual support; “talking of the top of your head.”

*Refuses to acknowledge alternate viewpoints.
	*Illogical comments.

*Ignores the movement of the seminar.



	Listening
	*Writes down comments, questions, ideas.

*Builds on other’s ideas & gives others credit.
	*Generally attentive and focused.

*Responds thoughtfully.

*Takes some notes.
	*Appears disconnected.

*Takes limited notes.


	*Inattentive.

*Comments show lack of understanding.

*Takes no notes.

	Reading/

Preparation
	*Familiar with text.

*Understands major concepts.

*Was well prepared in debates

	*Fairly familiar with text.

*Asks for references.

*Was mostly prepared in small discussion groups
	*Confused with key concepts of text.

*Occasionally prepared in small discussion groups.
	*Unfamiliar with text.

*Very much unprepared in small discussion groups.
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