Globalization and Social Change
Spring 2007
Professor Robert Wood 
	Course Homepage
Course Description
	This course explores the global nature of contemporary social change. It takes globalization as the master trend reshaping social life everywhere, while recognizing that social outcomes are shaped through interaction with other processes as well. The course is interdisciplinary, combining perspectives from sociology, anthropology, political science, economics and philosophy to explore the meanings of globalization and its central processes and institutional structures. It pays particular attention to the relationship between globalization, inequality and poverty; the fate of cultural diversity in a globalizing world; and issues of gender, ethnicity, the environment, social justice, and human rights.
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	The following books have been ordered at the bookstore and should be purchased and brought to class when they are being discussed. They will be supplemented by a variety of articles and web resources.
Manfred B. Steger, Globalism: The New Market Ideology 2nd ed. (Rowman and Littlefield, 2002). A scholarly survey of the meanings of globalization and a critique of the dominant ideology behind it.Note: if you purchased the first edition (without Bin Laden on the cover), print out the new preface here. 
Amy Chua, World on Fire: How Exporting Free Market Democracy Breeds Ethnic Hatred and Global Instability (Bantam Doubleday, 2004). A highly-readable and provocative exploration by a Yale law professor of how globalization can exacerbate ethnic tensions and instability.
Peter Singer, One World: The Ethics of Globalization, 2nd. ed. (Yale University Press, 2004). An examination of the moral meaning of globalization and of ethical responses to it by one of the world's leading philosophers.
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	Films 
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	Films are an important part of the content of the course, and I expect you to take them seriously. Think of them as illustrated guest lectures. Take notes on them. Questions to ask include: What is the filmmaker's point of view? What key points does the filmmaker want to make? Does he or she provide convincing evidence? What did you learn from the film? How does the film relate to the readings and other materials in the course? How do you evaluate it overall? 

	

	The course management system, WebCT, will be used for posting grades, accessing certain copyrighted materials and occasional bulletin board discussions. Some contributions to the bulletin boards will be required and part of your grade; the others will be considered to be an additional form of class participation for possible extra credit.

	Expectations
& Course
Requirements
	You may expect from me: careful preparation for each class; availability and readiness to assist students to do well in the course; timely and fair grading of assignments and exams; and respectful treatment of students. In turn I expect from you: 1) regular attendance and participation in class; 2) completion of the reading in advance of the class for which it is assigned and readiness to discuss it; 3) respect for the opinions of other students; 4) on-time completion of work--with notice in advance if you are unable for legitimate reasons to meet an assigned deadline or take a scheduled test. Please remember that the Rutgers-Camden catalog states that for every hour of class time, students are expected to put in two hours of work outside of class. I expect this. See the Daily Schedule webpage for day-by-day assignments.
Your course grade will be based on: 1) An in-class exam on sections I-II (20%); 2) a take-home essay exam on sections III-IV (30%); 3) the Globalization and Development Virtual Tour (10%); 4) a final exam (30%); 5) attendance and class participation, including assigned and WebCT bulletin board postings (10%). The final exam will be selectively cumulative, focusing on new material but including highlights from earlier parts of the course. Study guides will be provided for the multiple-choice parts of exams. Up to 1/2 grade of extra credit may be earned by exceptional class participation and/or by relevant and substantive postings to the WebCT bulletin board.
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Becoming Globally Knowledgeable
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	Most Americans know very little about the rest of the world.  Most U.S. newspapers carry very little international coverage apart from superficial reporting on immediate crises, and the network news shows are even worse.  However, there are a few bright spots in the bleak media landscape.  On regional television, WYBE carries Deutsche Welle's German Journal at 5:00 p.m. weekdays; the French Le Journal (with English subtitles) at 6:00 p.m. weekdays, and BBC news at 6:30 p.m. NJN carries BBC news at 7:00 p.m. weekdays. I strongly urge all students to sample each of these news shows regularly during this course. In terms of print media, the New York Times is probably your best U.S. bet for global news coverage (global coverage is immeasurably better in most other countries, even in lesser newspapers).  The Times is available online, once you register (for free).   You will need to have registered to access some of the readings for this course.The links on the left toolbar of this page are also useful for tracking recent developments. 
Please Note: You are responsible for knowing the approximate locations on a world map of the various countries discussed in the readings. You may want to purchase a world map or print one out from the internet, e.g. at the University of Texas map collection.

	Office Hours and Communication
	Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m. and 3:15-4:00 p.m. My office is Room 211 in the sociology building at 405-7 Cooper Street (entered from the campus side); phone 856-225-6013. I am often available other days by appointment. I encourage questions and other communications by email; my email address is wood@camden.rutgers.edu. However, please do not email me questions whose answers are easily available at the course website. My homepage is at http://www.camden.rutgers.edu/~wood/

	Departmental Web-Enhanced Curriculum
	The Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice maintains an extensive website with many resources to assist students in their courses in the department. Please familiarize yourself with what's available at the department's homepage and at its web-enhanced curriculum homepage.


Course Schedule
This page will be regularly updated. Check it for each class.
Refresh or Reload it to make sure that you are seeing the latest version. 
This course website is best viewed in Mozilla or Firefox
http://www.camden.rutgers.edu/~wood/370/370schedule.htm
Final course grades are now available via WebCT 

Please note the following correction for Virtual Exploration K:

Question 3: Praxis site has been moved to: http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/~restes/praxis.html 

Recommended Articles
"India: A Tale of Two Worlds," Foreign Policy in Focus (compare to Emerging Powers: India film) 
"Globalization Shakes the World" (first of a new series by BBC) 
Davos Diary (New York Times) 
Science Panel Calls Global Warming "Unequivocal," (New York Times) 
"To Mend the Flaws of Trade" (article about Dani Rodrik), New York Times 
The Most Important Conference You Never Heard About [the World Social Forum] (New York Times) 
For Post-Colonial Africa, Hopes Deferred (Christian Science Monitor)


 HYPERLINK "http://www.dailytargum.com/home/index.cfm?event=displayArticlePrinterFriendly&uStory_id=de632c78-d261-4d05-94bc-8c96ee018325" Rutgers Students Go Overseas to Face Poverty First-Hand (Daily Targum)


 HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/28/world/africa/28congo.html?_r=1&oref=slogin" After Congo Vote, Neglect and Scandal Still Reign (New York Times) 
Poor Nations to Bear Brunt as World Warms (New York Times) 
World Bank President Wolfowitz Fight Has Subplot (New York Times 
I. The Meanings of Globalization: Terms of Debate 
	Tues Jan 16
	Introduction to the course. 
Watch: BBC film clip on "anti-globalization" protests in Genoa in 2001 and film clip from The Commanding Heights
Highly Recommended : Nayan Chanda, Globalization in the Mirror of History - Part 1 Part 2 (requires Internet explorer)
Tasks to complete by the end of the week (please read carefully):
1 ) Access the course website and read the course homepage carefully. Familiarize yourself with the course website's navigation structure and contents. Check out the toolbar links on the left for future reference. Bookmark this page to check for regular updates at least once a week. 
2) Check and update your email address (if necessary) at https://www.acs.rutgers.edu/studentdir/ (this is important for receiving course emails--Note: this URL has been updated and should work) 
3 ) Register at the New York Times website if you haven't done so before. It is free, but remember your username and password. 
4 ) Familiarize yourself with the department's Web-Enhanced Curriculum and the department's policies on plagiarism and proper citation. You are responsible for knowing and understanding these policies. 
5 ) Declare your major if you haven't already by going to the registrar's office and asking to be listed as a sociology major (920) or criminal justice major (202). This will allow you to receive periodic messages from the department of interest to majors.

	Thurs Jan 18
	Film: Emerging Powers: India
Get going on next Tuesday's readings 
Post a message on the Globalization and Me WebCT bulletin board by 10:00 pm Sunday night (respond to my posting there) 

	Tues Jan. 23
	Issues and Debates in the Study of Globalization
Read and come prepared to discuss the following four statements about globalization (don't leave this to the last minute) : 
Thomas L. Friedman, excerpt from The Lexus and the Olive Tree (1999) (you may have to print it in "landscape" format);
Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizations (excerpts)," Foreign Affairs (Summer 1993), available in WebCT Library

 HYPERLINK "http://www.prospect.org/print-friendly/print/V13/1/sen-a.html" \t "_blank" 
Benjamin Barber, "Jihad vs McWorld," Atlantic Monthly (March 1992) (use print icon at bottom) 
David Held et al., pp. 1-10 of "Introduction" to Global Transformations (Polity Press, 1999) pdf file
No Powerpoint Presentation today.


II. Globalization as a Contested Neoliberal Project
	Thurs Jan. 25
	Issues and Debates in the Study of Globalization (cond.)
Read: Steger, Globalism, Preface, Chapters 1-2 and 
Frank Lechner, Globalization Debates (webpage)
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout   

	Tues. Jan 30
	Central Claims of Globalism/Neoliberalism
Read: Susan George, "A Short History of Neoliberalism," in Amy Offner et al., Real World Globalization, 8th ed. (Dollars and Sense, 2004). WebCT Library. 
Steger, Chapter 3
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 


	Thurs Feb. 1 
	The Institutional Infrastructure of Globalization
Read: Dollars and Sense Collective, "The ABCs of the Global Economy," in Amy Offner et al., Real World Globalization, 8th ed. (Dollars and Sense, 2004). WebCT Library and
Amartya Sen, "How to Judge Globalism," The American Prospect (January 2002)
Explore: websites of the WTO, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the United Nations.
Films: Selections from Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy (chapters 15, 16) and World Bank promotional film
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Tues Feb. 6 
	Neoliberalism in Practice
Read: Robert Wood, "Cruise Tourism: A Paradigmatic Case of Globalization?" [WebCT Library]
Film: Excerpt from Bill Moyers NOW: Water War in Bolivia: Leasing the Rain (July 5, 2002) [WebCT Film Clips]
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Thurs. Feb. 8
Exam Study Guide and Essay Questions available 
	Responding to Neoliberal Globalization
Read: Thomas Friedman, "It's a Flat World After All," New York Times Magazine (April 3, 2005) [Web-CT Library] and 
Tina Rosenberg, "The Free-Trade Fix," New York Times Magazine (Aug. 18, 2002) [Web-CT Library] 
Online Video: Thomas Friedman lecture at MIT
Recommended: Oxfam, The Free Trade Myth (follow the links forward at the bottom of each page)
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Tues. Feb. 13
	Varieties of "Anti" and Alternative Globalization/Exam Review 
Read: Steger, Chapters 4-6 (skim). 
Print out and examine: Globalization viewpoints diagram (pdf)
Online Deutsche Welle film clip on "anti-globalization" protests in Genoa in 2001 
Note: no new PowerPoint 

	Thurs. Feb. 15
In-Class Exam 
	Exam (multiple-choice in class and take-home essay)


III. Globalization's Local Impacts: Ethnic Conflict and Women's Status
	Tues. Feb 20
	Women and Globalization
Films: Bill Moyers NOW on Globalization and Women (Sept. 5, 2003) 
Get started reading the Amy Chua book 

	Thurs. Feb. 22
	Economic Globalization and Market-Dominant Minorities
Read: Amy Chua, World on Fire, Introduction, Part 1 introduction, Chapters 1-2, 4 (pp. 1-76, 95-122).
Highly Recommended: Interview with Amy Chua text version 

 HYPERLINK "http://webcast.ucsd.edu:8080/ramgen/UCSD_TV/8639.rm" streaming video
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Tues. Feb. 27
	Political Globalization: Three Types of Backlash
Read: Amy Chua, Part 2 introduction, Chapters 5-7 (pp. 123-175)
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Thurs. Mar 1 
	Gender and Change: Microcredit vs. Social Reform
Films: Beyond Beijing: Women and Economic Justice and India: Literacy and Social Reform 
Social Change and the Global Economy Virtual Exploration should be submitted electronically by midnight on Sunday (#K at the Wadsworth Virtual Exploration website) 

	Tues. Mar 6 
	Ethnonationalism and the West
Read: Amy Chua, Part 3 introduction, Chapters 9, 11, 12, Afterward (pp. 187-210, 229-294).
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout


IV. Globalization and Development: Poverty and Culture 
	Thurs. Mar 8 
	Ending Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals
Read: Jeffrey D. Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time (Penguin Press, 2005), Forward, Introduction, Chapter 1, "A Global Family Portrait." [WebCT Library]
Recommended: Peter Singer, "What Should a Billionaire Give--and What Should You?" New York Times, (Dec. 17, 2006) [WebCT Library]
Online Video Clip: The One Campaign 
Recommended: BRAC Website
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout

	Tues. Mar 20
and
Thurs. Mar 22
	Development Failure in Africa: Sorting Out the Factors
Read: Andrew Rice, "Why is Africa Still Poor?" The Nation (October 24, 2005). [WebCT Library] and 
Dani Rodrik, "Trading in Illusions," Foreign Policy, (March/April 2001). [WebCT Library]
Recommended: World Bank website on Sub-Saharan Africa 
Films: Drowning in Oil? and selection from A Growing Hunger 
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Tues Mar 27
and
Thurs. Mar 29
Take-Home Exam available 
	Globalization and Culture
Read: Jan Nederveen Pieterse, "Globalization and Culture: Three Paradigms," Chapter 3 in his Globalization and Culture: Global Melange (Rowman and Littlefield, 2004). [WebCT Library] and 
Ian Fisher, "Altamura Journal: The Bread Is Famously Good, but It Killed McDonald's," New York Times (January 12, 2006). [WebCT Library]
Films: Trekking on Tradition and 1-800-India
No PowerPoints this week 

	Tues., Apr 3 
	Take-Home Exam due at the beginning of class.


V. An Alternative Globalization? 
	Tues. Apr 3 and
Thurs. Apr 5 
 
	The European Union: An Alternative Model of Globalization?
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Tuesday Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout
Note: take-home exam must be delivered by the beginning of class on April 3. All others will be penalized.
Read for Thursday: Rick Steves, "How Travel Changed My Perspective and Politics" (click on "feedback" to see how some of his countrymen have responded). Strongly encouraged: start the discussion of this article Wednesday night on the WebCT bulletin board. plus
Sarah Anderson, "The Equity Factor and Free Trade: What the Europeans Can Teach Us," World Policy Journal (Fall 2003) [WebCT Library] and
Rob Kroes, "European Anti-Americanism: What's New?" Journal of American History (Sept. 2006). [WebCT Library]
Thurs: Come prepared to discuss these articles (No PowerPoint) 
Video: Jim Hightower on US in Iraq (a view shared by many Europeans) 

	Tues. Apr 10
	Ethics of Globalization: One Atmosphere
Read: Singer, One World, Prefaces, Chapters 1-2 
Audio: "Coltan and the Congo" (NPR 5-02-01)
Film: Seeds of Conflict clip from Bill Moyers' Now, Oct. 4, 2002 [Web-CT Film Clips]
Film: NOW: Global Warming (watch online on your own if we don't have time in class) 
Resources: Kyoto Protocol Fact Sheet and Environmental Defense Fund website on global warming 
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Thurs. Apr 12
and
Tues. Apr 17
	Ethics of Globalization: One Economy
Read: Singer, One World, Chapter 3
Film: Black Gold 
Film: Trading Democracy (excerpts). Further NAFTA Chapter 11 info: Public Citizen website on Ch. 11 (includes update on Chapter 11 cases)
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout

	Thurs. Apr 19
	Ethics of Globalization: One Law
Read: Singer, One World, Chapter 4 
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Powerpoint Presentation - PDF-Handout 

	Tues. Apr 24
	Ethics of Globalization: One Community
Read: Singer, One World, Chapters 5 (skim) & 6 (read carefully) 
Film: Excerpt from Kofi Annan: Center of the Storm 
Take-Home Essay Options and In-Class Final Study Guide available 
Class evaluation and discussion; no PowerPoint today or Thursday

	Thurs. Apr 26
	Final Class: Exam Review (optional class--will cover both mutiple-choice and essay exams) 

	Thurs. May 3
2:00 pm
	Note: As discussed in class, you may choose between two options for the final exam: 1) a multiple-choice exam on Thursday, May 3 at 2:00 pm, or 2) a essay/short answer exam, to be submitted via WebCT no later than 2:00 pm Thursday, May 3 
(Since I will be out of the country between April 29 and May 5, the multiple-choice exam will be proctored.) 

	 
	 


 

