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Professor Eloise Linger
      
Spring 2010                  

Meets T/R 8:30-10:10 pm in A 102

Office hour: T/R 1:40– 2:40 pm, or by appointment 


e-mail: Lingere@oldwestbury.edu
in B-315 (campus tel ext 3100)
Objectives of the course: To understand the political, economic and cultural approaches to relations between countries (nation-states) and peoples in the world today, and to help students see how they can help influence world politics.  We will study problems that appear in the news media, and work on an ongoing semester project: Each student will propose ways to promote sustainable development for the planet and its people(s).
Learning Goals:  Besides learning the origins of “international” relations and their importance, there are certain professional skills a college graduate is assumed to have, for example the ability to read and understand informational graphs (e.g., comparative GDPs), organizational charts (such as the basic structure of the United Nations) and historical time lines (as on the inside book cover). Analytical and creative thinking skills are required to 1) recognize a major world problem; 2) study that problem by selectively reading and analyzing major media and related academic journal articles; 3) think of ways to resolve the problem and 4) write a research paper that concludes with a policy proposal to solve the problem. Other critical thinking skills include the ability to distinguish between different viewpoints, for example attitudes of Kant versus Hobbes, or “idealists” vs “realists,” toward warfare and diplomacy. 
Required textbook:  John T. Rourke and Mark A. Boyer, International Politics on the World Stage, Brief 8th edition.  McGraw-Hill/ Dushkin 8th edition. Textbooks come with web links to help students.  
Optional text:  Mary Ann Tetrault and Ronnie D. Lipschutz, Global Politics as if People Mattered.

NY Times and BBC online, or other major international news media (check with professor if not sure).

Other materials distributed in class. 
Student requirements:

	  Reading assignments due at beginning of each week – be prepared and expect pop quizzes.  


1. Reading on schedule and following international news in NY Times, BBC, or foreign language media.

2. Participation – punctual attendance, knowledge of readings, class discussions, pop quizzes,  Attendance is recorded and calculated in the final grade (and 3 lates = one absence). Required: a functioning Old Westbury e-mail address – and checking it; turning off all electronic devices before class. Pop quiz grades and work turned in on time will be considered participation, which forms 30% of the semester grade. 

3. Exams: 3 exams (Feb 16, Mar 18, and Apr 22) – average is 20% of semester grade; the cumulative final exam on May 18 will form another 20% of the semester grade.

4. Communication, writing, and analysis is 30%. Written assignments (printed out); may be short reports of an article or film or a speaker on world events;  Research / policy proposal project - research paper of 6 pages (double-spaced) that ends with a concise policy proposal for sustainable economic development to improve the ecological state of the world and the health of its people(s).  See page 4 for details on the assignment.  Oral reports are expected regularly on your research and on other current events.  A formal oral report of three to five minutes will present the problem and proposed solution.
Professor requirements:

1.  To respect students’ rights and needs and to place study guides on ANGEL.

2.  To be available during office hour and by appointment.

3.  To announce early information on exam and assignment dates (in bold letters on the schedule).

4.  To correct, evaluate, and return work as soon as humanly possible.

5.  To compute final grade based on percentages listed above in student requirements. 

Professor is not required to give make-up tests.  However, a student may arrange a time for a make-up test, if s/he presents a doctor’s note or other documented proof about the absence. Nobody may take more than one exam outside the regularly scheduled date for exams in class. THERE WILL BE NO INCOMPLETE GRADES NOR LATE WRITTEN WORK ACCEPTED THIS SEMESTER (unlike past semesters).
 SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND ASSIGNMENTS

I.
WHY WORLD POLITICS MATTERS; HOW TO STUDY OUR EVOLVING WORLD 

Jan 26, 28
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE – discussion of news clippings (or film).


Reading: International Politics on the World Stage (8th edition, hereafter IP), Ch 1, pp. 1-30 (Thinking and Caring about World Politics). Visit the book’s web links “World Factbook” “Survey of geographic knowledge of young people  ,” “Fair Labor Association,” (or fairlabor.org) and others that interest you.  Current events Jan 28 – everyone bring to class and summarize briefly (about one minute) an article on Haiti’s tragedy. Discussion of why the earthquake’s damages were so severe compared to other 7.0-scale earthquake damages. 
Feb 2, 4
Reading: IP, Ch 12 (Preserving and Enhancing the Biosphere), (pp. 348-383). Web links – go to all listed www’s in the chapter in order to think about what aspect of sustainable development you wish to tackle for your research and policy proposal as part of the Spring 2010 theme of the College of Arts and Sciences. Film. Read about the Global Compact at http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2008_09 24/food_sustainability.pdf and at the SUNY Levin Institute site: (http://www.levin.suny.edu/globalcompactresearch/GCresources.cfm) for more general information on sustainability. 
Feb 9, 11
Reading: IP, Ch 2 (The Evolution of World Politics) and Ch 3 (Levels of Analysis), pp. 31-79.  Discussion of possible research topic.  See Tetrault and Lipschutz, pp. 87-89 and 118-120 and web links “Treaty of Westphalia,” “European Colonization 1500-2000,”  “You be the Policy Maker…,” “Rules of the Game,” and any others that interest you. 
Feb 11
Review textbook chs 1-3,12, the main issues of sustainability and The Global Compact.
Feb 16 
Exam #1 on IP, chs. 1-3, 12. The exam lasts only from 8:30 to 9:30am.  9:30-10:10 group meetings on global political issues. 

II.
Nationalism, transnationalism, GLOBALIZATION, AND the traditional nation-state
Feb 18 
Reading: IP, Ch 4 (Nationalism: The Traditional Orientation), pp 80-101. Web links: “The Kurds and the Palestinians,” “Can Nationalism go too far?” and “Careers in the U.S. State Department.” Additional in Tetrault and Lipschutz, p. 31.
Feb 18
Class meets in Computer Lab ______  at 8:30 am for project of doing internet research on sustainable development and the environmental crisis: learn how to use library databases like Lexus Nexus and find refereed academic journal articles in Academic Search Premier. Time to decide your research topic.
Feb 23
Turn in short (two-three sentences) report on your choice of topic and full citation of at least one academic journal article (will not be accepted late as a separate assignment).

Feb 23, 25
Reading: IP, Ch 5 (Globalism, the Alternative Orientation), pp. 102-130 and web links “How globalized are you?” “Al Jazeera,” “World Box Office and Music charts,” “GET INVOLVED join an NGO,” and “The Gender Gap…”  Also, Tetrault and Ronnie D. Lipschutz, pp. 91-92 (beginning with “Altered States…”.) and 159-162.
Mar 2, 4
Reading: IP Ch 6 (Power, Statecraft, and the National State: the Traditional Structure) pp. 131-167.  Use web links “Political Systems map,” “Multitrack diplomacy,” “national taxation” and others that interest you. Also, Tetrault and  Lipschutz, pp. 98 (beginning “Changes of State…” through top of 109.
Mar 4
Check by professor of news articles and/or other research collected on topic. 
III. alternative international organization(S) , INTERNATIONAL LAW & HUMAN RIGHTS  
Mar 9,11
Reading: IP, Ch 7 (Intergovernmental Organizations – the Alternative), pp 168-205; web links “Power in the Security Council: How can Reform…”, “Santa or Scrooge? The U.S. and the UN Budget;” and “Global Opinions of the UN.” Also, United Nations Charter (to be distributed in class).  Also, Tetrault and Lipschutz, pp. 49-50 and 191-192.
Mar 16
Review chs 4-7 
Mar 18
Exam #2 on chs 4-7 from 8:30 to 9:30am, followed by film or discussion of research.

Mar 23, 25
Reading: IP, ch 8 (International Law and Human Rights) pp. 207-239; and The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (to be distributed in class). Web links “Opinions on Torture,” “The World Court: Creating a Trial for the Classroom,” “Just War?” and Human Rights Interactive Network.”  Tetrault and Lipschutz, pp. 144-147, 154, and 157.
Midterm grades are calculated at this point.
Mar 28-Ap 4
Spring break week.
IV.
SECURITY, PLANET EARTH, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER GLOBAL CONCERNS 

Ap 6
Due Apr 6:  One-page outline of the proposed solution to the global problem selected – origins, obstacles to solving the problem, and possible solutions with academic research reference (ALSO bring to class all news clippings and two academic citations for a check by prof).
Ap 6, 8
Reading: IP, Ch 9 (Pursuing Security) pp 240-252; web link figure “Arms Exports and Imports” pp. 262- 266 and pp.271-281 web link “Current UN Peacekeeping Operations,” and “Make Love Not War.”  Documentary on UN peacekeeping.
Ch 10 (National Economic Competition: The Traditional Road) pp. 282-284, 291, 293, 297-299, 303-305.  Web links “Indications for LDCs,” “The Group of 77,” and “Population and Oil Consumption.”
April 13
Due: Research paper with policy proposal (see formatting and other instructions on p. 4).  ALSO  send electronic copy to professor in MS Word doc or docx.
April 15
Reading: IP, Ch 11 (International Economics: the Alternative Road) pp 314-320; 323-330; and 339-347.  Select and read the information on any two web links.  Also, Tetrault and Ronnie D. Lipschutz, pp. 140-144.
Ap 20

Review chs 8-11.
Apr 22
Exam #3 on chs 8-11 (pages assigned) 8:30-9:30 am.  9:30-10:10 policy proposals.  
Apr 27

Work in class on turning research into policy proposals (those who know how help others). 
April 29
3 to 5 minute oral presentation in class of policy proposals and background. (Students will write short suggestions for each proposal.)  
May 4
Oral presentation of policy proposals.
May 6

Semester review.  Use glossary to help review definitions from study guides.

Tue, May 11 
Possible make-up day for Spring semester 2010.

 May 18
Final Exam – cumulative on material over the entire semester.

Office of Services for Students with Disabilities: If you have or suspect you may have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Dr. Lisa Whitten, Director, The Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (OSSD), Phone: 516-876-3009, Fax (516) 876-3005, TTD: (516) 876-3083. The office will help you a) determine if you qualify for accommodations and b) make arrangements to assure that you receive them.  All support services are free and all contacts with the OSSD are strictly confidential. See http://www.oldwestbury.edu/academics/disabilities.cfm for more information 

Special Notes from professor on research/policy proposal project:

Research for project: Students should collect news clippings plus two refereed academic journal articles. Acceptable news sources include the NY Times, BBC, and a few foreign language newspapers, provided native speakers are reading them.  A library class will explain how to find refereed academic journals on themes of foreign relations, global environment, agriculture, greenhouse gases and other pollution, etc.
Research/ policy proposal paper - Length, text and font format for body of the paper: 
Six double-spaced text pages should include the origins of the particular problem, solution(s), the obstacle(s) to your proposal and how to overcome the obstacle(s).  
Please print out in Times New Roman (or Times Roman), size 12 font, which is this font, size & spacing with one-inch margins all around. 
Page 7 should include full citations for works cited and for the academic articles read.  Additionally, a one-page cover sheet listing date, headline and publisher of 6-8 news articles and a full citation for two refereed academic journal articles should be on top of the articles used. 

Format for notes and bibliography of research paper:

End-notes (or footnotes, as you prefer) may not be necessary in your paper.  In the body of the paper you may use author’s last name and date, e.g., (Smith, 2001) within ( ), immediately after quoting or paraphrasing from an article or book. Later, the FULL citation for the “Smith, 2001” reference above, should be in the bibliography of works cited. 
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Plagiarism and cheating are condemned at all institutions of higher learning.  These acts detract from the student’s intellectual and personal growth by undermining the processes of studying, reading, note-taking and struggling with one’s own expression of ideas and information.  Moreover, cheating inevitably involves secrecy and exploitation of others.  See “Academic Integrity” and related topics in the Old Westbury Catalog, 2006-2008, p.46.  

Plagiarizing means “presenting somebody else’s words or ideas without acknowledging where those words and ideas come from” (Ann Raimes, Keys for Writers, 5th ed., p.188).  Examples include:

· copying material from the Internet or other sources and presenting it as your own

· using any author’s words without quotation marks; using any quotation without credit

· changing any author’s words slightly and presenting them as your own

· using ideas from any published sources (even in your own words) without exact credit.  Note: This includes all material from the Internet or electronic databases.

· using long passages in a paper that have been written or rewritten by a friend or tutor

· turning in any assignment written by someone else

However, using quotations or borrowed ideas while giving exact credit is good academic procedure.

Other types of academic dishonesty include unauthorized collaboration or copying of students’ work (cheating); falsifying grades or evaluations; and others.  They are treated as equivalent to plagiarism.

When detected and verified, plagiarism and other academic dishonesty will be punished severely.  Normally, the first offense will result in a failure on the specific assignment; a second offense or a particularly flagrant first offense will result in failing the course.  Know what plagiarism is and how to avoid it; for guidance see Raimes or any other college writing handbook.  Please note: in this matter, ignorance is never an acceptable excuse.       

---------------------------------------------  

Special note from Professor Linger on your project:

There is no need to cheat or not to give credit where credit is due. Every researcher, including myself, uses many sources, but we must state the source of an idea, statistic, or a paraphrased paragraph.  If you have trouble deciding how to do the citation, see me or a reference librarian. I have given Fs for plagiarized work, and in one case an F for the entire semester grade. One needs to know how to do research and write the results as a report; AND one must know how to express her/his own thoughts in grammatical writing of standard English, no matter what the profession might be.       







