GLOBALIZATION101.ORG
LESSON PLAN: RIGHTS FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Introduction
This lesson teaches students about the major concerns facing indigenous communities around the world, including land rights, culture rights, sovereignty, and economic development. Students will apply the theoretical knowledge of concerns facing these communities by participating in a roll-playing exercise in which indigenous communities, the government, and extractive industries lobby the World Bank for funds to alleviate poverty and stimulate growth in Papua New Guinea.
Instructional Goals
Student can apply theoretical knowledge of human rights to address the challenges facing indigenous communities
Learning Outcomes 

· Students gain an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. 

· Students can examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives.
· Student can examine the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical settings (including natural resources), human systems, environment and society, and the use of geography.
· Students understand the interconnections between human rights, economics, the environment, and development

Materials
· Indigenous Rights http://www.globalization101.org/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/indigenous_rights
· Individual or Group Rights: http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/individual_rights
·  Land and the Environment http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/land_rights
· Cultural Rights http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/cultural_rights
· Self-Determination http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/self-determination  
Time Required 
2-3 periods (not including research time)

Procedure

Introductory Discussion

Indigenous communities are often defined as groups who inhabited a land before it was conquered by colonial societies and who consider themselves distinct from the societies currently governing those territories. Governing bodies in many countries often treat indigenous communities differently than its other citizens and often these communities must fight to get rights to land, education, natural resources, and other basic rights.
Ask students to define “indigenous community” and give examples of indigenous communities around the world and their associated countries (ie. Native Americans, USA; Mayans, Guatemala; Aboriginees, Australia, etc..)

Assign the following Globalization101.org readings:

· Indigenous Rights http://www.globalization101.org/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/indigenous_rights
· Individual or Group Rights: http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/individual_rights
· Land and the Environment http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/land_rights
· Cultural Rights http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/cultural_rights
· Self-Determination http://www.globalization101.com/issue_sub/humanrights/human_right_group/self-determination  

Have the students answer the following questions:

1. How are indigenous peoples different than other citizens/peoples living in a country?
2. What characteristics do the indigenous groups hold in common?

3. What is the difference between offering rights to individuals vs. offering right to groups, which is a better model for indigenous communities and why?

4. Why are issues of land rights often tied to indigenous communities?

5. What unique types of knowledge could be held by indigenous communities?

6. What is self-determination and how does is it relate to indigenous communities?

7. What role does history play when discussing rights of indigenous communities?

Activity
The World Bank is deciding the conditions of a $50 million dollar, interest-free loan to Papua New Guinea to help alleviate poverty on the island. The loan can be given directly to the PNG government, to local non-profit organizations on the island, and to industries to develop jobs and stimulate the island’s economy. 

Lobbying the World Bank are 1) representatives of the indigenous tribes of Papua New Guinea (PNG), 2) the government of PNG, and 3) a coalition of representatives of the Extractive Industries (for example biofuel companies, mining companies, ). 
Divide the class into 3 groups. Each group must present their case to the class on how the funds should be allocated. Each group will write a 10-15 page proposal to the World Bank. While the groups represent the interests of one of the three parties, their proposals should be holistic and address the needs of the PNG as a whole. The groups will also create a power-point presentation to present to the class, summarizing their case.
The proposal must include:

1. Introduction

2. Budget

3. Three-year plan to use the funds. This plan must describe how the funds will be dispersed during each year of the loan.
4. Sustainability: Plan to raise money and pay back the loan within a 15-year period.

5. Conclusion

The proposal must also address the following issues:

a. A plan to protect PNG’s environment
b. A plan to address the needs of indigenous communities on the island (health care, education, social services, etc..)
c. A plan to strengthen the economy (who will benefit from your plan and how will that help the economy as a whole)

d. Support: how will you gain support of the people of the PNG for your plan, what will you do to measure that support

e. Corruption: how will you ensure the funds reach the intended recipients
Potential Resources
· A Case Study on Indigenous People, Extractive Industries and the World Bank. Papua New Guinea http://www.forestpeoples.org/documents/prv_sector/eir/eir_internat_wshop_png_case_apr03_eng.pdf
· Papua New Guinea http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2797.htm
· Papua New Guinea http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/background/png.htm
· Government Papua New Guinea http://www.pngonline.gov.pg/
· Mining in Papua New Guinea http://www.infomine.com/countries/papuanewguinea.asp
Concluding Questions
Discuss how the funds should be dispersed, taking into account all 3 presentations.

Do you view the issue of indigenous communities differently than before, how? 

What should be the balance between environmental protection and economic development?

Should today’s policies address historical wrongs?
Did any of the readings, websites, etc have a biased perspective, who was favored and why?
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