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Unit on Women and Globalization:
 An interactive blog unit
Introduction:
In this unit students will write reflective analytical entries that explores selected topics from www.globalization101.org in light of the plight of African American women on the class blog.  There are at the very least broad links (and sometimes specific connections) between contemporary issues that women face around the world and those which African American women encountered from their early beginnings in America to the twentieth century.    As students locate and assess these connections, parallels and differences, the class blog will serve as the springboard for class discussions and activities.  The weekly readings in Paula Gidding’s Where and When I Enter will serve as the primary resource for contextualizing the narrative of African American women.   The selected Issues in Depth and News Analyses on www.globalization101.org correspond with the reading for that week.  
This unit can be appropriated to a number of courses, particularly those on gender studies, history, cultural studies, politics and sociology.  
Instructional Goals:

· Foster interactive online platform for intellectual exchange and analysis about issues concerning women and globalization.
· Introduce students to the historical and sociological context for contemporary themes.
· Locate similarities and differences between women as historical actors and the strategies or lack thereof that are affecting change for modern day women across borders.
· Employ the course blog for individual and collaborative learning and assessment.  
· Broaden students’ awareness of the intersections between disciplines.
· Help students understand the implications for data collection.
·  Improve students’ ability to effectively use evidence to form analysis and engage in debate.
· Encourage students to become more active citizens.

· Students interweave web based content with course material through in class discussion-leads.  

· Improve content-based writing ability. 

Learning Outcomes:

· Students identify major issues and arguments on the broad theme of women and globalization. 
· Students examine relationships between women across time and borders.
· Students develop well-reasoned arguments and positions about the major currents of women’s history.

· Students develop the ability to pose a thought provoking query to their colleagues that is based on the assigned material.
· Students Identify and evaluate analytical frameworks of power, class, race, and gender to grasp the diverse narrative of women.
· Students understand and use basic historical research and analytical techniques.  

· Students analyze and synthesize information from primary sources, secondary sources, audio-visual materials and classmates.

Time & Set up Requirement:

· Allotted time: Three weeks

· Computer and internet access required for each student 

· Locate blog host (i.e. blogspot.com, blogger.com, University web portal) 

· Set up course blog and ensure that all students are participating members

· View sample blogs and inform students of proper blog etiquette and format in an academic setting 

· Instruct students on how to navigate through www.globalization101.org

· Introduce students to the various concepts of globalization

· Discuss the relationships between blogging and globalization

· Read and discuss the article entitled “Report Like it or Not, Number of bloggers growing rapidly” http://arstechnica.com/old/content/2008/04/report-like-it-or-not-number-of-bloggers-growing-rapidly.ars 
· Explain detailed instructions for weekly blog assignment
· Explain assessment for weekly blogs (see scoring rubric below)

Procedures & Guidelines:

· Overview: From the assigned weekly blog schedule listed below students will sign up for both primary blog posts and secondary blog posts.  When a student selects a primary blog post they will serve as a blog discussion leader for that week.  (NOTE: There may be as many as three blog discussion leaders per week).
Blog discussion leaders have the responsibility of moderating the online dialogue and ensuring that bloggers are staying on topic.  They will offer analytical questions that relates to the reading and respond to the commentary and questions posed in secondary posts.  Additionally, blog leaders will present their analysis to the class and lead in-class discussions about the weekly topic.  
Secondary blog posts should include a critical response to blog leaders and or other secondary blogs. 

· Writing the Blog:  Blog entries should include the following three essential components. 
1. An informative and critical assessment of the selected article on www.globalization101.org. 

2.  An analytical comparative link between the online article from www.globalization101.org and the other assigned readings for that week.  For example, students might compare the efforts of women leaders in the early twentieth century women’s club movement to the plight of contemporary women discussed in the www.globalization101.org articles “The Rise of NGO’s” and/or “Education”.    
3. At least two analytical questions about the www.globalization101.org topic that blog leaders pose to their classmates for online and in-class discussions.
· Detailed Instructions for Primary Posts
· Sign up for one “primary post” from the topics below and serve as a blog leader for that week
· Submit “primary post” four days before class
· Subject line of the “primary post” should read:  Student’s first name, last name; title of article on globalization101.org.  ( i.e. John Sanchez, “Education”)
· Length of “primary post” should be 300-400 words
· Blog discussion leaders will invite their classmates to respond and comment on two analytical questions crafted by them
· Include links to and/or discussion of additional source material (i.e. websites, videos, images, documents)
· Blog discussion leaders will lead in class discussions on the selected weekly topic
· Detailed Instructions for Secondary Posts:
· Sign up for three (three different weeks) “secondary posts” from the topics below
· Submit “secondary post” two days before class

· Subject line of the “secondary post” should read: Student’s firs name, last name: title of article on globalization101.org; Secondary Post. 

· Length should be at least 150 - 250 words
· Secondary posts should include a response to a blog leader’s post and/or another secondary post

· Secondary posts should include at least one analytical question for consideration

· Secondary posts may also include links to additional source material

· Sample in-Class Activity “A”:  Role Playing and Mock NGO’s. (Time: Three Weeks)
Drawing on the www.globalization101.org articles “The Rise of NGO’s” and/or “Education” along with the additional class readings and blog posts, students in groups of five will work collectively to outline a mock Non Governmental organization.  The outline should include the members and responsibilities of the Board of Directors; fund raising strategies, and by-laws that stipulate what types of projects will be undertaken.  Students should anticipate possible challenges to their NGO and explore ways to overcome them.    
In a story board format each group will present their NGO and outline to the class.  The storyboard should be a large collage on cardboard, poster board or oak tag paper covering most of the surface of the board with magazine cut-outs, words, images, drawings, fabrics, etc.  It should be an artistic representation of the students’ mock NGO.  In their presentations students will respond to their classmates’ questions.
Additionally students will present a skit to the class that creatively establishes a connection between earlier women’s activism and that which is more recent on the global scale. 
· Sample in-Class Activity “B”: Globalization Debate. (Time: One Week)

Drawing on the ww.globalization101.org article “The Global Village” along with the additional class readings and blog posts, the class will prepare for and participate in a structured debate on the pro and cons of globalization.  An important part of the polemic will be the theme of historical and contemporary representations of cultural and gender images in local and global media. The professor will moderate the debate.
Schedule: 
The weekly topics from www.globalization101.org are as follows:

Week one

Women and Globalization: “Modern Day Slavery”  http://www.globalization101.org/modern-day-slavery/ 
Week two 

Women and Globalization:  “Education”
http://www.globalization101.org/education-2/ 
Week three

Women and Globalization:  “The Rise of NGO’s”
http://www.globalization101.org/the-rise-of-ngos/ 
Week four 

Women and Globalization: “Representation in the Political Process”
http://www.globalization101.org/representation-in-the-political-process/ 
Week five 

Women and Globalization: “Health”
http://www.globalization101.org/health/ 
Week six

Migration: “Migration”:  (‘Why Does Migration Happen?’)
http://www.globalization101.org/why-does-migration-happen/ 
Week seven 

Culture: “Cultural Impact of Globalization”: (Issue #3 ‘The global Village’)
http://www.globalization101.org/the-global-village/ 
Week eight     
  
Human Rights:  “Human Rights Groups -Women’s Rights”
http://www.globalization101.org/womens-rights/ 
Week nine
 
Human Rights:  “Human Rights and Violence”: (‘The Geneva Convention’)
http://www.globalization101.org/the-geneva-conventions/ 
Week ten

News Analysis: “Health”: (‘Politics of Birth Control’)
http://www.globalization101.org/politics-of-birth-control-2/  
Assessment

	Weekly Online Blog Assessment Rubric

	Criteria 
	“A” range
	“B” range
	“C” range
	 “D/F” range

	Timely Postings
	 On time
	Just past the hour
	 30 minutes late
	 Very late

	Comprehension
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the material
	Adequately understands the material
	A basic understand of the material. However, occasionally misinterprets key points
	Unable to grasp the material 

	Significant relationships to the course and supplemental readings 
	Able to effectively interweave blog commentary with the theme of African American women; provides  solid evidence; maintains a clear and consistent voice
	Interweaves blog commentary with the theme of African American women; provides sufficient evidence; maintains a clear voice
	Loosely connects blog commentary with the theme of African women; provides scanty evidence; voice is at times choppy and vague
	Does not establish links between  blog commentary and African American women; provides no evidence; voice is incoherent

	Analysis & Query

	Develops well reasoned arguments and or positions about the material; raises creative and insightful queries for your colleagues to ponder.  
	Satisfactorily offers thoughtful arguments and or positions about the material; Raises engaging queries for your colleagues to ponder.
	Arguments or positions are fairly compelling;  Raises  general queries for your colleagues to ponder. 
	Weak arguments or positions; raise a disjointed and confused query for your colleagues to ponder. 

	Mechanics & Grammar

	Smooth transitions; variety of Sentence structures;  Proper word usage, spelling, grammar and punctuation
	Sufficient transitions; some diversity of sentence structures; proper word usage, spelling, grammar and punctuation
	Choppy transitions; sentence structures lack variety; lacking proper word usage, spelling, grammar and punctuation
	Weak transitions; poor sentence structures;  severely deficient word usage, spelling, grammar and punctuation



Note: This unit was developed by Dr. Jermaine Archer, American Studies Department, SUNY, College at Old Westbury. This unit was taught in Dr. Archer’s AS3412: African American Women’s History class in fall 2009.
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