GLOBALIZATION101.ORG
LESSON PLAN: DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES

Introduction

In this lesson students will learn the fundamental concepts of economic development. Students will learn about the role of globalization in developing societies, different theories of why some countries are more developed than others and will be able to identify the key institutions and players in the field of international development. Students will research, write, present and evaluate grant proposals to fund a development project that encompasses a specific strategy of development (Poverty Reduction, Trade-Not-Aid, Good Governance or Sustainable Development).
Instructional Goals

Students understand the relationships among political, economic and social systems in international development
Learning Outcomes
· Students articulate why some countries are richer than other and the role of institutions and government policy in economic development
· Students evaluate the effectiveness with which countries have utilized resources to address economic development 
· Students apply theories of economic development to develop an actual development project
· Students gain experience in writing grants

Resources
· Development Issue in Depth: http://www.globalization101.org/ category/issues-in-depth/development/ 
· Handouts (attached)

Time Required

2-3 classes (not including student research time)
Procedure

Preparation Before Class: Have students read the Development Issue in Depth in its entirety prior to class.  This will set the background for class discussion.

Introductory Discussion: (1-2 class periods)
1. Start with facts about inequality. 

a. 10.7 million children worldwide do not live until their fifth birthday
b. More than 1 billion people survive in abject poverty on less than $1 day

c. The world’s richest 500 individuals have a combined income greater than that of the poorest 416 million.
2. Draw five concentric circles on the board – get students to answer the questions to:

Who, What, When, Where and Why of developments and inequality. (Answers will overlap categories)
a. What: Define terminology (developed vs. developing country), Describe what is the Human Development Index by the United Nations (http://hdr.undp.org)

b. When:  Have students describe the era of globalization in which we are living. (i.e. technological advancements, political advancements, social advancements of some countries today)

c. Where: Print out list of most to least developed countries and see which countries fit into status (http://www.economicexpert.com/a/List:of:countries:by:GDP.htm). 
Try to see if students can guess some of the names of who are the richest and poorest countries according to this index. Highlight arguments made by Jared Diamond about the role of geography and development. See if the students agree or disagree with his arguments given the locations of the least developed countries.

d. Why: Why are some countries more developed than others? (Students should be able to give answers from the issue brief, such as geography, human rights, governance, status of women, etc.) 

e. Who: Ask students who is responsible for changing the current system. What are the main institutions of development? (Students should know answers from readings as well, UN, World Bank, national governments, NGOs, etc..) If they do not know the answers – briefly explain the role of the major institutions of development.

3. At the end of the class give the assignment for the activity. 

Activity: (preparation: 1-2 weeks, presentations: 1 class).
Development Solutions, a non-profit agency, is interested in awarding a grant for $500,000 for a project that promotes development. The project must address one of the four strategies of development: poverty reduction, trade-not-aid, good governance or sustainable development. The project must be directed at a specific problem in one country that received a score of lower than .5 on the Human Development Index by the United Nations. (See: Human Development Report: http://hdr.undp.org/)
Divide the class into four groups. Each group will represent a type of development strategy: poverty reduction, trade-not-aid, good governance and sustainable development.

Each of these four groups will have to create a project related to their development strategy and will have to present this project to Development Solutions to receive funding. Each group will write a 5-7 page proposal and will give a 10-minute presentation on their project. The groups should be prepared to answer questions about the project and defend it. 
During the presentation, all the students will act as board members of Development Solutions and will need to evaluate the projects for funding. They cannot evaluate and vote for their own project.

Wrap-Up class (1/2 period)

The teacher will announce which project received the highest score and will receive funding by Development Solutions. Discuss the benefits and trade-offs of each of the types of development strategies. Find out what the students learned from the process.
Evaluations/Assessment
Use the project evaluation sheet and evaluate the project for a group grade.

Handout 1 

Group 1: Poverty Reduction Proposal
Development Solutions, a non-profit agency, is interested in awarding a grant for $500,000 for a project that promotes development. The project must address poverty reduction as a strategy for development. The project must be directed at a specific problem in one country, which must have received a score of lower than .5 on the Human Development Index by the United Nations. (See: Human Development Report: http://hdr.undp.org/). The project must have take place over a specific period of time. It must have a start date and end-date.

The 5-7 page project proposals should address the following categories:

· Introduction: (1 page)

· Give an overview of the country and the general problems facing that country (political, economic and social, others)

· Introduce problem that will be addressed by your project.

· Brief outline of the project

· Project: (3-5 pages)

· Describe the project in detail and how it will use the specific development strategy of poverty reduction.

· Describe potential positive and negative outcomes from the project.

· Outline how all of the money will be spent on the project (remember to take into consideration how much things cost within the country).
· Describe the mechanism to measure success/failure.

· Conclusion (1 page)

· Explain how the project will help develop the country and increase its score on the Human Development Index. 

Potential Resources:

· Poverty Reduction: http://www.globalization101.org/poverty-reduction/ 
· World Bank’s PovertyNet: www.worldbank.org/poverty/
· UN Development Program: http://www.undp.org/poverty/ 
Handout 2:

Group 2: Trade Not Aid Proposal
Development Solutions, a non-profit agency, is interested in awarding a grant for $500,000 for a project that promotes development. The project must address trade-not-aid as a strategy for development. The project must be directed at a specific problem in one country, which must have received a score of lower than .5 on the Human Development Index by the United Nations. (See: Human Development Report: http://hdr.undp.org/). The project must have take place over a specific period of time. It must have a start date and end-date.

The 5-7 page project proposals should address the following categories:

· Introduction: (1 page)

· Give an overview of the country and the general problems facing that country (political, economic and social, others).
· Introduce problem that will be addressed by your project.

· Brief outline of the project

· Project: (3-5 pages)

· Describe the project in detail and how it will use the specific development strategy of “Trade not Aid.”

· Describe potential positive and negative outcomes from the project.

· Outline how all of the money will be spent on the project (remember to take into consideration how much things cost within the country).
· Describe the mechanism to measure success/failure.

· Conclusion (1 page)

· Explain how the project will help develop the country and increase its score on the Human Development Index.
Potential Resources:

· Trade-Not-Aid: http://www.globalization101.org/trade-not-aid/ 
· Trade Not Aid: http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/trade-not-aid-key-development 
· Trade No Aid: It didn’t work: http://www.worldhunger.org/articles/editorials/atwood.htm 
Handout 3

Group 3: Good Governance Proposal
Development Solutions, a non-profit agency, is interested in awarding a grant for $500,000 for a project that promotes development. The project must address good governance as a strategy for development. The project must be directed at a specific problem in one country, which must have received a score of lower than .5 on the Human Development Index by the United Nations. (See: Human Development Report: http://hdr.undp.org/) The project must have take place over a specific period of time. It must have a start date and end-date.
The 5-7 page project proposals should address the following categories:

· Introduction: (1 page)

· Give an overview of the country and the general problems facing that country (political, economic and social, others)

· Introduce problem that will be addressed by your project.

· Brief outline of the project

· Project: (3-5 pages)

· Describe the project in detail and how it will use the specific development strategy of good governance.

· Describe potential positive and negative outcomes from the project.

· Outline how all of the money will be spent on the project (remember to take into consideration how much things cost within the country).
· Describe the mechanism to measure success/failure.

· Conclusion (1 page)

· Explain how the project will help develop the country and increase its score on the Human Development Index.
Potential Resources:

· Good Governance: http://www.globalization101.org/good-governance/ 
· What is Good Governance: http://www.unescap.org/huset/gg/governance.htm
· World Bank Governance Indicators: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.asp 
· Democracy and Governance – USAID: http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/democracy_and_governance/
Handout 4:
Group 4:  Sustainable Development Proposal
Development Solutions, a non-profit agency, is interested in awarding a grant for $500,000 for a project that promotes development. The project must address sustainable development. The project must be directed at a specific problem in one country, which must have received a score of lower than .5 on the Human Development Index by the United Nations. (See: Human Development Report: http://hdr.undp.org/). The project must have take place over a specific period of time. It must have a start date and end-date

The 5-7 page project proposals should address the following categories:

· Introduction: (1 page)

· Give an overview of the country and the general problems facing that country (political, economic and social, others)

· Introduce problem that will be addressed by your project.

· Brief outline of the project

· Project: (3-5 pages)

· Describe the project in detail and how it will use the specific development strategy of sustainable development.

· Describe potential positive and negative outcomes from the project.

· Outline how all of the money will be spent on the project (remember to take into consideration how much things cost within the country)

· Describe the mechanism to measure success/failure

· Conclusion (1 page)

· Explain how the project will help develop the country and increase its score on the Human Development Index 

Potential Resources:

· Sustainable Development: http://www.globalization101.org/sustainable-development/ 
· International Institute of Sustainable Development: http://www.iisd.org/
· United Nations Division of Sustainable Development: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/
Handout 5: Development Solutions Grant Evaluations Sheet
Rate each project on a scale of 1-10 each of the following criteria. (1 is the lowest score, 10 is highest score) Give a short explanation for each score. 
	Criteria
	Score

	Presentation was clear and understandable
	

	Comments: 


	

	Presentation conveyed a strong argument why this project should be funded
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project addressed the highlighted problem.
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project used the specific development strategy: Poverty Reduction, Trade-Not-Aid, Good Governance or Sustainable Development
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project budget was well-spent 
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project is feasible within the budget constraints
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project is feasible given the political constraints of the country
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project is feasible given the economic constraints of the country
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project is feasible given the social constraints of the country
	

	Comments: 


	

	The project has an adequate measure of success/failure
	

	Comments: 


	

	Total:
	


Choose a project to fund. Explain why this project was the best candidate for funding. Take into consideration the above rating and other factors you considered.
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