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Lesson Plan: U.S. Foreign Policy Interests in the Middle East

Introduction

In this unit, students will explore U.S. interests in the Middle East. How have U.S. policymakers traditionally defined American interests in this volatile region? Which interests have remained constant, and which interests have changed? To what extent has the U.S. been successful in satisfying these interests? In what ways ought we assess (and reassess) current U.S. policies? How is the U.S. perceived in the region and what, if anything, can be done to improve America’s image?
Learning Outcomes

1. To become familiar with the key players and issues of the Middle East.

2. To be able to critically assess U.S. interests in the region.

3. To be able to critically analyze U.S. policies towards the region.

4. To be able to better understand widespread perceptions of the United States in the region.
Materials
· Global Crossroads Videconference: “After Obama’s Cairo Speech, What Next?” 10 November 2009. http://www.globalization101.org/global-crossroads-videoconference/ 
· On Western Values and Islam: http://www.globalization101.org/western-values-and-islam/ 
· On Nuclear Nonproliferation: http://www.globalization101.org/nuclear-nonproliferation/ 
· On Oil Producers: http://www.globalization101.org/oil-supply-ii-producers/ 
Procedure

Assign the following pieces to be read prior to class:

· On Western Values and Islam: http://www.globalization101.org/western-values-and-islam/
· On Nuclear Proliferation and Nonproliferation: http://www.globalization101.org/nuclear-nonproliferation/ 

· On Oil Producers: http://www.globalization101.org/oil-supply-ii-producers/
Part I – Lecture (30 min.)

I. Overview

A. Prior to WWII – U.S. Interests in the Middle East were minimal.
1. The U.S. relied on Britain and France.
2. The U.S. produced most of the oil it consumed.
B. U.S. interests in the Middle East developed in the late 1960s/early 1970s.
1. The U.S. switched from being a net exporter of oil to a net importer.
2. Britain and France had to abandon their traditional roles as imperial powerbrokers in the Mideast.
a. In 1968, the British announced that, for financial reasons, they would be forced to end their military commitments “east of Suez” by 1971.
3. The rise of the Cold War meant competition with the USSR in the region.
C. Key Milestones for the U.S. in the Middle East

1. CIA coup d’etat overthrows Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadiq (1953).
2. 1967 War ( The U.S. becomes Israel’s principal backer
3. Nixon’s “Twin Pillars” policy – the U.S. would rely on the shah of Iran and on the Saudis to police the region.
4. Camp David Peace Accords between Egypt and Israel
5. Clinton’s “Dual Containment” policy – containing Iraq & Iran
D. Traditional U.S. interests in the Middle East:
1. Oil
2. Israel
3. Soviet containment and competition
E. More recently, U.S. interests have encompassed:
1. Control of proliferation of WMDs
2. Combating terrorism
3. Arab-Israeli peace process
4. Regime change (under Bush, now abandoned)
II. Arab Allies

A. U.S. interests in oil and Israel necessitate forming close alliances with Arab regimes.
B. Arab regimes are often threatened by other Arab regimes in the region.
1. Conservative vs. Revolutionary States
a. Revolutionary States
(1) At one time, Egypt, Iraq, Libya, Iran, and Sudan have acted as revolutionary regimes seeking to undermine conservative, pro-U.S. regimes.
(2) The U.S. response has been to do the following:
i. Create or support a coalition of “moderate” Arab regimes against the “radical states”
ii. Provide foreign economic, military, and intelligence support
iii. Off-shore balancing (sending in the Sixth Fleet)
iv. Military interventions to roll back advances by radical states or bolster local regimes against internal opposition.
2. “Moderate” vs. “Rogue” Regimes
a. Rogue Regimes
(1) Seek major restructuring of the regional order.
(2) Oppose prevailing U.S. role in the security of Arab allies.
(3) Engage in mass slaughter against their own people.
(4) Support terrorism abroad.
(5) Oppose Israel’s existence and hinder the peace process.
(6) Intent on procuring WMDs.
(7) Examples: 
i. Iraq under Saddam Hussein
ii. Iran
iii. Libya under Ghadaffi?
iv. Syria under Assad?
3. Four Threats Faced by Arab Allies:
a. Revolutionary or revisionist states – usually advocate pan-Arabism or fundamentalism
b. Radical social movements
(1) Pan-Arab nationalists
(2) Islamic fundamentalists
(3) Democratic movements
c. Internal military coups
d. Internal democratic opposition
4. The U.S. prefers “the devil you know” over political instability.
a. It does not insist on democracy, human rights.
b. It does not condition economic and military aid on good governance and respect for personal freedoms.
c. It supports state security apparatuses.
d. It works against states that sponsor these movements
(1) Iran
(2) Syria
(3) Libya
(4) Sudan
C. The U.S.-Arab Quid Pro Quo
1. The U.S. Gives:
a. Security for Arab regimes
b. Military and economic aid, advanced technology and expertise
c. Markets to sell oil
2. Arab Regimes
a. Maintain the flow of oil and price stability
b. Recycle “petrodollars”
c. Purchase U.S. military hardware
d. Purchase U.S. exports: cars, planes, Big Macs, Starbucks
e. Employ American experts and professionals
f. Fly-over and basing privileges
g. Form coalitions and sustain sanctions against radical regimes
h. Aid covert operations and proxy-wars
III. Balance Sheet of U.S. Successes and Failures

A. Successes

1. Oil keeps flowing.
2. Soviet Communism did not expand in the area.
3. Israel is safe and relatively secure.
4. Friendly Arab regimes outnumber radical ones.
5. Pivotal states like Turkey, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia are aligned with the U.S.
B. Failures

1. Arab masses generally hate U.S. foreign policy.
2. Terrorism and major radical groups have been gaining support.
3. Islamic fundamentalism is not going away.
4. The Arab-Israeli peace process is in tatters.
5. Iran appears to be on its way to 
a. acquiring nuclear weapons and
b. becoming a major regional player
Part II – Video Clip (15-20 min.)
*** Show first part of Global Crossroads Videoconference http://www.globalization101.org/global-crossroads-videoconference/ (up until and including Mohammed El Gindi’s comment that ends with “…so I think 2011 elections is going to be a turning point in Egypt and I think it’s going to be a turning point in democracy in the region as a whole.”) *** 
Part III – Class Discussion/Debate (20 min.)
1. What are your reactions to the video clip we just saw? What can be said about the chief concerns of the participants? What, if anything, has changed since the videoconference took place last November?

2. How ought we assess President Obama’s Middle East policy during his first year? What has changed? What has remained the same? 

3. How must the U.S. confront the contemporary challenges in the Middle East? What steps out the U.S. take? What should the administration as of the Arab world? Of Israel? How should the administration proceed on the Iranian nuclear issue?
Note: This lesson plan was created by Guy Ziv, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, School of International Service, American University.
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